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matical Conventicles, who di 


odicea, anal Orange, thought that to confirm ſnthpe 
was the moſt agreeable Diſcipline 5, not only beeauſe_ ſach 
F, | perſons did not in their httle and dark aſſemblies uſe 1his 
- rite, but becauſe they -alwayes greatly wartedzt : For it 
t # a ſure Rule in onr Religion, and # of an eternal truth, 
that they, who keep not the Uniry of the Church, have 


ſhould receive ths apr of the ſpirit, when they return 
to the boſom of the Church, that ſo indeed they may keep 
the Unity of the Spirit in the Bond of Peace. 4nd 
therefore. Aſterius Biſhop of Amaſia compares Confiraiath» 
on to the ring, with which. thei Father of the Prodigal 


ſtolam, & annulus, nempe Symbolum intelligibilis fi 
nacult ſpiritus, 4nd as the Spirit of God, the Holy Dove 
extended his mighty wings over the Creation,” and hatch'd 
the new-born World, from its ſeminal powers,” to Light 
nm and Operation, aud Life, and Motion, ſo 11 the Regenera- 
4 tion of the ſonls of Men, he erves a new being, and heat 
= ani life, Procedure and PerfeFion, Wiſdom and Strength, 
and becaufe, that this was minvſtred by the' Biſhops hands 
72 Confirmation, was ſo firmly believ'd by all the Primi-. 
3; | SEE tive 
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not the Spirit of God 3 and therefore it is moſt fit 


adorn d his returning Son; Datur nempe prodigo poſt 
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F $4 ng = LenaCherch, and t Core | "OO 
dd uſe it, and the Bk F-4 "78, | Dey. Elie? 
Nequent t0"it, they expreſſed a holy prayer 5 ke 
Greek Fucchologion they have very anciently and _— 
conſtantly ' uſed. * Thou O' Lord, the ' moſt 7 "unnl. Navilayraptamn do 0 
compaſhonate and Great King of all, graci- # Coon ihe o dupude v5 = mw 
ouſly impart to this Perſon the ſeal of the gift is 5 m{o#uodur, þ api- oo 
of thy Holy, Almighty, and adorable ſpirit. bo maiy ana 
For 48 an Ancient Greek ſaid truly and wiſely. 5 4 "+ tiinats, 23 E 
b The Father is reconcil'd, and the Son is the pl LY Sr Ode FW y 
Reconciler ; but to them who are by Ba- i 
ptiſm and Repentance made friends of God, the Holy | E: 
Spiric is collated as a gift.They well knew what they received 
in this miniſtration,and therefore wiſely laid hal of it and 


would not Ok an | 
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by jo Ceremonies, that the DT 0 9:06 —_— - 
itt thens fo the ſervice of WR 


Martel, entring. into a League with re Cl Luitprandus, 2* —— x 
1anorum hide- | 1, C, I. 14s A 


per captlios cane. 
"de Warrena, quas abſcidit cum cultello'de carftibus'F6- 

© tris Henricus-Epiſcophs Wintonienfis 3. by the hairs of my ] 

_ head and of my Brothers, which Henry Biſbop 'of Win- 

— cheſter" cut-off before'the Altar. 3 meaning (according to- 
the Ancient cuſtome') in confirmation 5: when they hy that 
ſoletwhity addiffed themſelves" tothe free ſervitude of. the 
L od Feſws. The ceremony is obſolete and. chang d, but 
the myſtery can never. and-indeed that 36 one of the. 'ad- 
wantager in which we can rejoyce concerning the miniſtra: 
tion- of this Rite in the Church of England and lreland's 
that wheres it wa ſometimes clouded, ſametimer hindred, 
and ſometimes hurt, by the appendage of needleſs, and wſe- 
Teſs ceremonies 3 it is now reduc'd to the Primitive and 
firſt ſmplicity amongſt” ws, and the excreſcencies ns d in 
the Church of Rome are wholly par d. away” ant by holy 
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Prayers jewd-the 4poſtolical Ceremonie of impoſution 


the Biſho x bands it 1s worthily and zealouſly adlminifired 
The Lane nie to ſend WED the Greeks,when Rn, 
xſurped ſome juriſdiFion over them, and the Popes Ch 
lains went with a quantity of it to C. P. where the. Ruſſi- 
- ans eſnally met them. for it 3 for that was then the ceremo- 

ny of this miniſtration 3 But when the Latins demanded 
prſtore:ponnds of Gold beſedes other gifts, they went a- 
way, tnd chang'd their cojiow rather than pay an nulawful 
and” wngodly' Tribute: Non quezrimus veſtra ſed vos; 
we require nothing but leave to impart Gods hleſſmgs with 
\ pure Intentions, and\a ſpiritual miniitery. -* And as; the 
| Fiſbops. of onr Churches receive nothing from 4 
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or the Mini «tion of. this Rite, ſo they defire nothin 
i Love, Rk ws in Tanker » an Ecclſiatz 
cal duties 3 and we offer our  Flocks ſpiritual things with- 
out mixture of Temporal advantages from them 5; we mj- 
nifter the rituals of the Goſpel, without the inventions of 
Men, Riligion without ſuperſtition, and only deſire to be 
believ'd in ſuch things which we prove Scripture ex- 
pounded by the Catholick prafice of the Church of God. 
Concerning the Subje@ of this Diſcourſe, the Rite of 
Confirmation 3 1t were eaſie to recount many great and 
glorious expreſſions which we find in the Sermons of 1he 
Holy Fathers of the Primitive Ages; ſo certain it is, that 
in this thing we ought to be zealows, as being deſirows to 
perſwade our People to give 4 leave to ols them great good< 
But the following Pages will do it, I hope,competently : only 
we ſhall remark that when they had gotten a cuſtoms ancient- 
hy, that in caſes of neceſſity, they did permit Deacons and 
Lay-men ſometimes to baptive, yet they never did confide in 
it much; but with much caution and curioſity' commanded 
that ſuch Perſons ſhould, when that neceſſity was over, bs 
carried to the Biſhop to be confirm'd, ſo to ſupply all prece- 
dent defe@s relating to the pait imperfe@ miniſtry, and fu- 
ture neceſſity aud danger, as __ in the Conncil of Eli- 
beris. And the Ancients had (o great eſtimate and vene- 
ration to this Holy rite,that as in Heraldry, they diftingsiſh 
the ſame thing by ſeveral names, when they relate to 
Perſons of greater Eminency, and they blazon the Armes of 
the Gentry by Metals, of the Nobtlity by pretious ſtones, but 
of Kings and Princes by Planets, [4 when they would ſigni- 


fie the Union which was ns d in confirmation, they gave it 
4 ſpecial word,end of more diſtinFion & remark,and there-. 
fore the ozl us d in baptiſt m,the call'd Taecy, but that of con= 
firmation was wi x! x60us jand they who ſp ake properly _ 
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Honoxr of this mini logs Res ſome wi 
have piouſly believed;that | 
firm'd, and ſolemnly blesſ"d by the Biſhop, that then it is 
that a ſpecial Angel Guardian is appointed to keep: their 
ſouls from the aſſaults of the ſpirits of darkneſs. Concern- 
ing which,though I ſhall not interpoſe mine own opinion, yet 
this I ſay, that the Picty of that ſuppoſition is not diſagreea- 
ble to the intention of this Rite 5 for fence by this, the Holy 
. Spirit of God ( the Father of Spirits ) is given, it ##.not 
anreaſonably thought by thene, that the other good Spirits 
of Gad, the Angels who are winiftring ſpirits ſemt forth 
to miniſter to the good of them that thall be Heirs of 
Salvation, fobould pay their kind offices iz ſwbordination to 
their Prince and_fauxtain; that the firſt in every hind, 
might be the meaſure of all the reil 3 But thereare greater 
and ſtranger things then this thet God does for the fouls of 
his Servants, axd for the honour of the miniſteries which 
We ſhall only add that this was ancient, and long before 
Pepery entred into the World, and that this rite bath beer 
more abus'd by Fopery, thaw by- any thing : and 10 this Day 
the Bigats of the Remax Church are the greateſt Enemies to 
it 5 and from them the Prezbyterians; but be thet the 
Church of England axd krelaud: dees religiouſly retain it , 
and hath aypeinted 4 ſolemn officer, for the Miniftery, the 
Lutheran aud Bohemian Churches de objerve i#' cavefylly, 
aus. it is recommended and eft ebliſhi d im the herwony of the 
Proteit ant Canfelſiens. 9 
7k pleaſe 
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many arguments 10 
Tony Grace ſhall find, that to promote it will be a great 
ſervice ts God;that this alone will conclude Tour Grace,who- 
are ſo ready, by Laws, and Executions, by word, and b 
cxenyee, to promote the Religion of Chriſt, 4s it is taught 
in theſe Churches. I am not confident enongh to deſire 
Torr Grace, for the reading this Diſcourſe , to ley = 
any one hour of Tour greater Employments, which conſume 
ſo much of Tour Dayes and Nights. But I ſay, that the 
Smbje@ is greatly Worthy of Confideration. Nihil (enim 
inter manus habui, cut majorem ſollicitudinem przſta- 
re deberem3 and for the book it ſelf, T can only ſay 
what Secundus. did, to the wiſe Lupercus, Quoties ad 
faſtidium legentium, deliciaſque reſpicio, intelligo no- 
bis commendationem ex ips4 mediocritate libri pe- 
tendam , 7 can Commend it becauſe it #s little, and ſo, 
rot very troubleſome ; and if it could have been writen : 
according to the worthineſs of the thing” Treated in 
# , it -would deſerve ſo great a Patronage 3 but be- 
cauſe it is not, it will therefore greatly need it, but it 
can hope for it on no other account , but becauſe it is 
laid at the feet of a Princely Perſon, who is Great and 
Good; and one who -not only is bound by Duty , bt 
by choice bath Obliged Himſelf tos do advantages to 
any Worthy inſtrument of Religion, But 1 have _ 
tains 
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Your Grace's moſt Humble and 
Servant. 
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was firft : there were indeed Heavens, . and Earth and - 
*Watersy but all this was rude aud withowt forme.till the . 
. Spirit of God woved wpon the face of the waters; $0 it 
is in the new Creation. Weare a new Maſs, redeem'd 
with the blood of Chriſt, reſcued from an evil porti- - 
on 3 and made Candidates of Heaven and Immortality ; 
but we are but an Embryo in the regeneration, ugril 
the Spirit of God enlivens us and moves again _ the 
waters - and then every ſubſequent motion and opera- 
tion is from the Spirit of God. We cannot ſay that 
eſus is the Lord but by the Holy Ghoſt. By him we live, 
ih him we walke, by his aids we pray, by his emotions 
-we._ deſire : we- breath and ſigh, and groan by him : 
be belps ws in all onr infirmities , and he gives us all our 
ſtrengths; he reveals myſteries to us, and teaches us all 
our duties : ke ſtirs us up to holy defires, and he atuates 
thoſe deſires 3 he wakes us to will and to do of his good 
pleaſure. | 
': For the Spirit of God is that in our ſpiritual life, 
that a Mans foul is in his Natural : without it, we are 
| but a dead and liveleſs trunke. But then, as a Mans 
ſoul in proportion to the ſeveral operations of life ob- 
rains ſeveral appellativeszit is Vegetative,and Nutritive, 
Senſitive, _ IntelleQtive, according as it operates - So 
is the Spirit of God. He is the ſpirit of Regeneration 
in Baptiſm, of renovation in Repentance : the ſpirit of 
love, and the ſpirit of holy fear, the ſearcher of the 
hearts.,and the ſpirit of diſcerning : the ſpirit of wiſdom, - 
and the ſpirit of prayer, In one myſtery he illuminates | 
and in anether he feeds us: he begins in one and finiſhes 
and perfeQs in another. It is the ſame ſpirit workin 
divers qperations. For he 1s all this now reckoned, 
he is every thing elſe that: is the principle of good unto 
| ; ; : . uS3 


of 


yo more 
on of Baptiſm. 
By Baptiſm we are Heirs, and are adopted to the in- 
| heritance of ſons, admitted to the Covenant of rep 
tance, and engag'd to live a good life 3; yet this is but 
the ſolemnity of the Covenant which muſt paſs into 
after-a&ts by other influences of the ſame Divine prin- 
ciple. Until we receive the ſpirit of obſignation or 
Confirmation, we are but babes in Chrifi in the meaneft 
ſenſe,” Infants that can do nothing, that cannot ſpeak, 
that cannot refift any violence, expos'd to every rude- 
neſs, and periſhing by every temptation. 

But therefore as God at firſt appointed us a miniſtery 
of « new birth ; ſo alſo hath he given to his Church the 
conſequent Miniſtry of « #ew firength. The ' ſpirit 
moov'd a little upon the —_ of Baptiſm, and gave 
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us the principles of life, 'but-in:Confi he makes 
us able to move our ſelves. In the firſt, he is the ſpirit 
of life ; but in this he is the ſpirit of ſtrength and moti- 
on.. Baptiſma eſt nativitas, unguentum vero eft  nobjs 
aFionis inſtar &- motns aid Cabaſilas. In Baptiſm we 
ore intitled to the inheritance; but becauſe we are in our 
infancy and minority,the Father gives wnto his Sons a Tu- 
tor , a Guardian and a Teacher i# Confirmation, ſaid 
Rupertws : that as we are baptized into the death and 
refurreion of Chriſt: So in Confirmation we may be 
renewed-in the inner man, and ſtrengthned in all our. 
Holy vows and purpoſes by the Holy Ghoſt miniſtred 
according to Gods ordinance. 

The Holy Rite of Confirmation is a Divine ordinance, 
and it ors; os Divine effe&s, and is miniſtred by Di- 
vine perſons, that is, by thoſe whom God hath fandti- 
fied and ſeparated to thisminiſtration. At firſt, all that 
were baptiz'd were alſo confirm'd : and ever ſince, all 
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good people that have underſtood it, have been very 
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zealous for it 5 and time was in Ergland, even lince the 
firſt _aonings of the reformation, when. Confirmati- 
on had been leſs-carefully miniſtred for about ſix years, 
when the people had their firſt opportunities of it re- 
ſtor'd; they ran to it in ſo great numbers; that Churches 
and Church-yards would not hold them 3 infomuch that 
L - have read * that the Biſhop of Cheſter was forc'd to 
impoſe hands on the people in the Fields, and was fo 
oppreſſed with multitudes, that he had- almoſt been. 
trod to death by the le, and lad dyed: with the 
throng, if he had not Lo reſcued by the Civil power. 
But Men have too much negleCed all the miniſteries 
of grace 3 and this moſt eſpecially, and' have not given 
themſelves to a right underſtanding of-it, and Tg 
_ ed. 
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lected it:;yet more; But becauſe the /prejudice 'which- 
theſe parts of the Chriſtian Church have ſuffered for 
want of it, is very great ( as will appear:by enumera- 
tion-of the many-and great bleſſings conſequent to it ): 
I am not without hope that it may be a ſervice accepta-. 
ble to God, and an uſefu] miniſtery to the ſouls. of wy. 
charges, if by inſtrufting them that know not, . and ex- 
horting them that know, IHet forward the praftiſe of 
this Holy rite, and give reaſons why the people ought 
to love it, and todefire it, and how they are to.under- 
ſtand and practiſe it, and conſequently, with what du+ 
teous affetions' they are to relate to thoſe. perſons, 


& 


whom God hath in ſo ſpecial and ſignal manner made 
to be for their good woe eternal benefit, the Miniſters 

of the Spirit and. ſalvation. : HERS 23 | - 

-S. Bernard in the life S. Malachias my Predeceflor in, 

the See of Downe and Connor, reports that .it was the 

care of that good Prelate to renew the rite. of Confir- 
mation in his Dioceſs, where it had been long negleQed 

and gone into deſuetude. It being too much our caſe 

in Ireland, I find the ſame neceſſity, and am oblig'd to—-.____ 
the ſame procedure, for the ſame reaſon, and in pur- 
ſuance of ſo excellent an example, Hoc ewim ef Evan- 
gelizare Cbriſinm (ſaid S. Auſtin ) non tantum docere 
ſunt dicenda de Chriſto, ſed etiam que obſervands ei qui 
accedit ad compagem corporis _ For this is to preach 
the Goſpel, not only to teach thoſe things which are 
to be ſaid of Chrift ; but thoſe alſa whichare to be oþ- 
ſerved by every one who defires to be confederated 
into. the Society of. the body. of Chriſt, which js- his 
Church - that is, .not only the do(trines of good life, 
bat the myſteries of godlineſs; and the Rituals of Re-- 
ligioh, which iſſue from a Niyine fountain,are to be de- 
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clard by him who would fully preach the Goſpel. 5. 


In order to which performance I ſhall declare 


1. The Divine Original, Warranty and Inſtitu- 
tion of the Holy Rite of Confirmation.. 
2. That this Rite was to be a perpetual, and 
never ceaſing miniſtration. Tu 
3. That it wasaQually continued, and practis'd 
by all the ſucceeding Ages of the pureſt and 
Primitive Churches. 
4+ That this Rite was appropriate to the Mi- 
niſtry of Biſhops. | 
5. That preyer and impoſition of the Biſhops 
hands did make the whole Ritual 5 and though o- 
ther things were added, yet they were not neceſ- 
ſary, or any thing of the inſtitution. | 
6. That many great Graces and bleſſings were 
conſequent to the worthy reception and due mi- 
niſtration of it. 
7. I ſhall add ſomething of the manner of pre- 
Sp | paration to it, and' reception of it. | 


— 


| SECT: I | 
Of the Divine Original, warranty and in- 
ftitution of the Holy Rite of Confirmation,” 


N the Church of Rowe they have determin'd Con- . - 

. firmation to be a Sacrament proprii nowinis, proper- 
ly and really, and yet their Dottors' have, ſome of 

them at leaſt, been pexlo iniquiores a little unequal and 
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injuſxiocheir propoſition in ſo.much that from: them- 
ſelves we have hadthe greateſt oppoſition in this article, 
Bonacina and Henriques, allow the  Jropoſirinn , bur 
make the Sacrament to be ſo unneceſlary, that a little 
excuſe may juſtifie the omiſſion and almoſt negle& of 
it. And Loemelins, and Dariel 2 Jeſu, aad generally the 
Engliſh Jeſuits have, to ſerve ſome ends of their own 
family and order,diſputed it almoſt into contempt, that 


by repreſenting it as —_— they might do all the 


miniſteries Eccleſiaſtical in Englexd without the afliſt- 
ance of Biſhops their $#periovrs, whom they therefore 
love not, becauſe they are ſo-But the Theological faculty 
of Paris have condemn'd their doGrine as temerarious 
and favouring of Hereſie : and in the later Schools, have 
approov'd rather the DoQrine of Gamachens, Eſtias, 
Kelliſon, and Bellerminez who- indeed doe follow the 
. Doctrine of the moſt eminent perſons in the Ancient 
School; Richard of Armagh, Scotus, Hugo, Cavalli, and 
Gerſon the Learned Chancellor of Paris, who follow- 
ing the 0/d Romax order, Admalarins and Albiens, doe 
all teach, Confirmation to be of great and pious uſe, of 
Divine original,and to many purpoſes neceſlary accord- 
ing to the DoQtrine of the Scriptures, and the primi- 
tive Church. ER | 

Whether Confirmation be a Sacrament or no, is of no 


uſe to diſpute 3 and if it be diſputed , it cam never be 


proov'd. to be ſo as Baptiſm and the. Lords Supper, 
that is, 4s gexterally neceſſary to Salnation.: but though it 
be no Sacrament, it cannot follow that it is not of ve 
great uſe and holineſs; and asa Man is never the leſs 
tyed to Repentance, though it be.no Sacrament3. ſo 
neither is he ever the leſs oblig'd to receive Confirma- 
tion, though it be ( as it ought ) acknowledg'd to => 
= 5 | 0 


ſacram. 


% 


De ſacram- 
diſy. 3 qu. V- 
nic. pund. 3. 


2. Lib. 3. de 


- 


NT OO I; 


Ate 
ts corderforny; Chrift, when he was the anointed of the 


of anuſt and Nature iaſteioarvochoens acramentsof 
har ch ares in alarge Oreaboliad and der yea 
athers in alar 

call-it a Sacrament 5 an not the I by 
that word, when they apply it to Confirmation, as they 
doe, when they apply it to Baptiſm and the Lords Sup- 

- Thatit is an Excellent and Divine ordinance to 
purpoſes ſpiritual 5 that it comes from God, and mi- 
niſters in'our way to'God, that is all we are concern'd. 
to inquire after; and this I ſhall endeavour to prove 
not oy _ the Jeſtits, but againſt all opponents of 
what fide 

My firſt” argument from Scripture is what 'I Jearn 
from Optatis, and S. Cyril: Optatns writing againſt the 
Donanſts hath thefe words. ' 'Chrift de mnto the 
mater, not that in him;who is Cod was any thing that could 


_ be made cleaner, but that the water was to precede the fw- 


tare Unttion, for the initiating und ordaining, end fel- 


filling the myſteries of Baptiſm. He was waſt'd when be 
was in the hands of John, then followed the order of the 
my | and the Father finiſd whet the Sow did ack, 
ind what the Holy Ghoſt declar'd, The Heavens were' o- 

pen'd, God the Father anointed hin, the ſpiritual 'Onlt5- 
on [pax deſcended in the likeneſs of « Dove, and 


head, and was ſpread all over him, and 


Father. © To mhom alſo, teaft impoſition of hands | __ 
rem #3 be 'w the vorce of God was beard 
end, Tying: 3h Wy onto fonts 


3s my Son in whom 1 amt w ; 
rotrg ing Thatwhich ile prog, 


on abd 5n Chriſts perſon, | m, Confirmation, and 


Orffination were conſecrated =. firſt appointed} -Ble 


was baptized by $. John he was confirm ty iy 
| '-- Spirit 


" "of Diſcourſe of Confirmation. 

| EE and anointed with ſpiritual. UyQion in ordey te 
great. work of 'abedience-to.his. Fathers will ; and 

he:was'Conſecrated by:the vaice af God from Heaven. 

Inall things Chriſt is the. head, and the firſt fruits - _ - 

and: in theſe things was the Fountain: of the. Sacra- 

ments and ſpiritual grace, and the great exemplar of - 

the Oeconomy of the Church. | For Chriſt was awlh- 

&s penitentie debitor 3 Baptiſm of Repentance was not 

neceilary to him who never ſinn'd, but ſo it became 

him to FMT all righteouſneſs, and to be a pattern to us 

all. But we have need of theſe things, though: he had 

not 3 and in the ſame way in which. Salvation was 

wrought by him for himſelf. and for us all, in the: ſame 

way he intended we ſhould walk. * He was baptized *1 746-26: 

becauſe his Father appointed it ſo:: we mult. be bapti- 

red becauſe Chriſt hath appointed it, and we have need - 

of it too. He was: Confecrated to be the great Pro- --i 

phet, and the great Prieſt , becauſe ro, wav takes: on ; 

1 this honour, but he that was called of God, as was 

were: and all they, who are to miniſter in his prophe- 

tical office under him, muſt be conſecrated and f ric 

ſet apart for that miniſtration, - and after. his glorious 

example. He was anointed with-a ſpiritual [ln&ion 

from above after bis beptiſme 5 for after Jeſus was bapti» 

Sed, he aſcended up from the waters; and-then the 

Holy Ghoſt deſcended npon him; it is true, he receiv'd 

the fulneſs of the ſpiritz but we receive him by. mea» 

ſure 3--but of. his fulweſs we oll receive, grace for graces 

that-is, all that he receiv'd in order to his-great: work, 

all that in kind; one for another, grace for grace, we 

Are to receive according to our meaſures, and: our ne- 

ceſlities. - And as all theſe he reeciv'd by external-mi- 

niſtrations 5: ſo maſk we'3 —_ the Father appointed his” 
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way , and he, by bis example firſt, hath appointed the 
inte to us35 Cy we alſo may follow him in the regenera- 
ti0u 3- and work ovt our ſalvation by the ſame graces.in 
the like ſoleminties. For if he needed them for himſelf, 
then we need them much more. If he did nut need 
them for himſelf, he needed them for us, and for our ex- 
ample, that we might follow his ſteps, who by receiving - 
theſe exteriour ſolemnities and inward graces, became - 
the Author and finiſber of our Salvation, and the great ex- 
ample of his Church. 1 ſhall not need to make uſe of 
the fancy of the Mrrcoſians and Colabarſians, who turn- 
ing all myſteries into numbers, reckoned the 1wmeral 
letters of n».ow« and made them co-incident tothe « and © 35 
but they intended to ſay, that Chriſt, receiving the Holy 
Dove after his Baptiſm, became all in all to us3 the be- 
ginning and the perfeion of our Salvation; here he was 
confirm'd, and receiv'd the« to his« the conſummation 
to his initiation, the completion of his baptiſm, and of 
his headſhip in the Goſpel. But that which I ſhall rather 
Catecheſ.3. add is what S. Cyril from hence argues. When he my 
Pri parO- < was baptized in the River of Jordan,be aſcended ont of the 
Yee. Waters, and the Holy Ghoit ſubſtantially deſcended upon 
Sram. bim, like reſting upon like. And to you alſo in like manner, 
efter ye have aſcended from the waters of baptiſme, the 
Uniion is given, which bears the image or ſemilitude of 
him by whom Chriſt wes anointed....that # Chriſt = 
baptiſm, and the coming of the Holy Spirit upon him, 


went forth to battle ( in the pang of and overcame 
-4 


the adverſary : ſo ye alſo after holy baptiſm, and the 

awyſtical Union ( or confirmation ) being veſted with the 
Armonr of the holy Spirit are enabled to ſtand againſt the 

oppoſite powers. Here then is the firſt great ground of 

' our ſolemne receiving the Holy ſpirit, or the __ 
| Om 
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_ FOR you ay which "= underſtand and re 
eſent by the word Confirmation, denoting the principle 
fe of this UnGdtion , {| piritual ſtrength: Chriſt." 
is the head of the Church, entred this way upon his duty. 
and work ; and he who was the firſt of all the Church, 
the head and great example, is the meaſure of all the reſt, 
for we can go to Heaven no way, but in that way in 
which he went before us. 
There are ſome who from this ſtory would infer the 
deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt after Chriſts Baptiſm, not to 
ſignifie that Confirmation was to be a diſtinCt rite from 
baptiſm, but a part of it, yet ſuch a part as gives ful« 
neſs and conſummation to it. S. Hierow , Chryſoſtom , 
 Enthymins and Theophyla@® go not fo far ; but would have 
us by this to underſtand that the Holy Ghoſt is given to 
them that are baptized. But reaſon and the context are 
beth againſt it. 1. Becauſe the Holy Ghoſt was. not 
given by Johns baptiſm 3 that was reſery'd to be one of 
Chriſt's glories 3 who alſo, when by his Diſciples he 
baptiz'd many, did not give them the Holy Ghoſt ; and 
when he commanded his Apoſtles to baptize all Nations, 
did not at that time ſo much as promiſe the Holy Ghoſt : 
he was promis'd diſtinaly, and given by another mini- 
ſtration, 2. The deſcent of the Holy Spirit was a di- 
ſtin& miniſtery from the baptiſm 5 it was not only after 
Jeſus aſcended from the waters of baptiſm 3 but there 
was ſomething intervening, and by a new office or mint- 
ſtration.For there was prayer joyn'd in the miniltery.So S. 
I uke obſerves 3 while Jeſws was praying, the Heavens were 
open'd, and the Holy ſpirit deſcended, for. ſo Jeſus was 
pleas'd to confign the whole office and ritual of Confir- 
mation, prayer for invocating the Holy Spirit, and giving 
him by perſonal application, which as the Father did im- 
7 C 2 _ mediately, 
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A Diſconrſe of Confi 
mediately, ſo the Biſhops doe by impoſition of hands 
3. S. Auſtin obſerves that the apparition of the Holy 
Spirit 1iKe a Dove was the viſible or ritual part 3 and the 
voice of God was the word t6 imake it to be Sacramen- 
Tr _ 60. 1" tal, acct dit verbuie 48 elementnts, tf fit Sacramentium > 
i 90 for ſo the miniſtration was not only perform'd on Chriſt, 
bur conſign'd to the Church by fimilitude, and exem- 
plar inſtitution. I ſhall only add, that the force of this 
arguinent is eſtabliſhed to us by more of the Fathers. 
5. Hiler. can. $+ Hilary pon this place hath theſe words. The Fathers 
4. infine. * oviee was heard, that from thoſe things, which were con- 
ſured in Chrift, we might know that after the baptiſm 
of water the Woly Spirit from the yates of Heaven flies un- - 
i Wand that we are to be anointed with the Union of a 
celeſtiel glory, and be matle the Sons of God by the adopti- 
09: of the voice bf God, the Trmth by the very effefs of 
things prefienr'd nnto 4 the ſimilitnde of a Sacrament. So 
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t #attheum. $, Chryſoſtom.” 1# the beginnings alwayes appears the ſen- 
foble wiſtons of [ring things for their ſakes, who cannot 


receive the undetflamding of an tmcorporeal nature 5 that 
. if afterwards they be not ſb done ( that js, after the ſame 
v1fible manner ) they may be believ'd by thuſe things which 
were already done. But more plain 1s that of Theophy- 
la#. The Lord hadl not need of the dleſcemt of the Holy 
Spirit, but be didl all things for our ſakes, and himſelf is 
become the firſt fruits of all things which we afterwards were 
to receive, thitt he might betome the firſt fruits among many 
Brethrey, The confequent is thi, which T expreſs in the 
- wordsof'S. aft, affirming, Chrifti 1m baptiſme colum- 
buy unttiontm noftran profigntſ- The Dove in Chrift's 
Baptifm did reprefert a#d prefigure our Unction from 
ove, that is, the defcent of the Holy Ghoſt upon us 
mthe tire of Confirmation. Chrift was baprized, amd fo 
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tion for the reception of the Holy Ghoſtz-and -be- * 1» 


| caule this was done for our ſakes, we alſo muſt follow 
that example: and this being done immediately before 
his entrance into the Wilderneſs to be: tempted of the 
Devil, it plainly deſcribes to us the order of this mi- 
niſtry, and the bleſſing Yelign'd to us; after we are 
baptiz'd, we need to be ttrengthned and confirm'd 
propter pugnam ſpiritnalem 5 we are to fight againſt the 
flc(b, the World and the Devil, and therefore muſt re- 
_ ceivethe miniſtration of the Holy ſpirit of God'z which 
is the deſign and proper work of Confirmation. * For 
( they-are-the words of the Excellent Author of the 
imperfe&t work upon S. Matthew imputed to 'S. Cbry- 
ſoft 


w ,) The Baptiſm of Water profits ws, - becawſe it. zny. 4. 


waſhes away the ſins we have formerly committed: if we 
repent of them. Ent it does not ſanitifie the | ſoul3' ner 
precedes the concwpiſcences of the heart and our evilthought3, 
mor drives them back, nor repreſſes our carnal deferes. 
But he therefore, who is ( only ) ſo baptized, that be does 
not alſo receive the Holy Spirit, is baptized in his body, 
aud bix ns are pardon d, but in his mind he ic yet but « 
Catechwmen > for ſo it is written 5 be that hath not the 
Spirit of Christ is none of his: and therefore afterward 
out of bis fleſh will germinate worſe fins, becauſe he hath 
not received the Holy Spirit cenſerums him ( in bis ba- 
ptiſmal grace) but the houſe of bis bouly'is empty; where- 
fore that wicked ſporit finding it ſwept with the DoGrines 
of Faith, #s with beſomes, enters in, and in a ſeaven fold 
manner dwells there. Which words, beſides that they 
will explicatethis myſtery, do alfo declare the neceſfity 
of Confirmation, :or receiving the Hoty Ghoſt after ba- 
ptifin in imitation of the Divine precedent of -our Bleſ- 
fed Saviour, . | 2. Aﬀer 
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2. Aﬀer the exewple of Chriſt, my next Argument 
is from his words , ſpoken to Nicodemms in explication 
of - the prime myſteries Evangelicals Unleſs « wan be 
born of Water and of the Holy Spirit, he ſhall not enter in- 
to the Kingdom of God. Thele words are the great Ar- 
gument which the Church uſes for the indiſpenſable ne- 
ceſlity of Baptiſm, and haviny in them ſo _ effort, 
and not being rightly underſtood, have ſuffered many 
Convulſfions ( thall I call them ) or Interpretations : 
Some ſerve their own Hypotheſis by ſaying that Water is 
the Symbol, and the Spirit is the Baptiſmal Grace : O- 
thers, that it is a # as 4% one 1s onely meant,though 
here be two Signatures, But others conclude, that wa- - 
ter is onely neceſſary, but the Spirit is ſuper-added as 
being afterwards tv ſupervene and move . upon theſe 
. Waters: Andothers yet affirm, that by Water 1s one- 
ly meant a Spiritual ablution, ur theeffect produced b 
the Spirit ; and ſtill they have intangled the words, fo 
that they have been made uſeleſs to the Chriſtian 
Chutich, and the meaning too many things , makes no- 
thing to be underſtood. But truth is ealie, intelligible 
and clear, and without objeCtion, and is plainly this. 

Unleſs a man be Baptized into Chriſt, and confirmed 
by the Spirit of Chriſt, he cannot enter into the King- 
d. m of Chriſt ; that is, he is not perfe&ly adopted ine, 
to the Chriſtian.Religion, or fitted for the Chriſtian 
Warfarez and if this plain and natural ſenſe be admit-- 
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ted, the place is not onely eafie and intelligible, but 


conſonant to the whole Deſign of Chriſt and Analogy of 
the New Teſtament, | 
For firſt, Our bleſſed Saviour was Catechiſing of N- 
codemens, and teaching him the firſt Rudiments of the 
Goſpel, and like a wiſe Maſter-builder firſt __ the. 
| . oundati- 
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en%lO- 3} $7» the illumination and irradiations of 
the Spirit of Ged was not new to them, who believed the 
Viſions and Dreams, the Daughter of a Voice, and the 
influences from Heaven upon the Sons of the Prophets, 
and therefore although Chriſt intended to teach him 
more than what he had diſtin& notice of, yet the things 
themſelves had foundationia the Law and the Prophets, 
but although they were high myſteries and ſcarce diſcer- 
ned by them , who either were ignorant or incurious of 
ſuch things, yet to the Chriſtians they were the very 
Rudiments of their Religion , and are beſt expounded 
by obſervation of what St. Pal placed in. the very 
foundation. Burt, RE: 

2. Baptiſm is the firſt myſtery, that is certain 3 but 
that this of being born of the Spirit is alſo the nexr, is 
plain in the yery order of the words, and that it does 


mean a myſtery diſtin& from Baptiſm will be eaſily aſs 


ſented to by them, who conſider, that'although Chri 
Baptized and made many Diſciples by the Miniſtry of 
his Apoſtles, yet they who were ſo Baptized into 


” rY 
F | 


of 


Chriſts . 
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© 16 A Diſcourſe of *Gonfirmation. 
 __ Chriſts Religion did not receive this Baptiſm of the 
Spirit tillafter Chriſts Aſcenſion. 5 Ks & 
© © 3. The Baptiſm of Water . was not peculiar to Fohy 
the Baptiſt, for it was alſo of Chriſt, and miniſtred by 
his command 3 it was common to both, and therefore 
the Baptiſm of Water is the leſs principal here. Some- 
thing diſtin& from it is here intended. Now if we add 
to theſe words, That St. John tells of: another Baptiſm 
which was Chriſts peculiar 3 He ſhall Baptize you with 
the Holy GhoFt, and with Fire 5 That thele words were 
literally verified upon the Apoſtles in Pentecoſt, and af- 
terwardsupon all the Baptized in Spiritual effe# ( who 
beſides the Baptiſm of Water, diſtinftly had the Bap- 
tiſm of the Spirit in Confirmation) it will follow that 
of neceſſity this muſt be the meaning and the verificati- 
on of theſe words of our B.Saviour to Nicodemms, which 
muſt mean a double Baptiſm : Tranſtvivens per 4quanm 
7enem, anteguam veniemns in refrigerium ,- we muſt pals 
through Water and Fire before we enter into reſt, that 
is, We muſt firſt be Baptized with Water, and then with 
the Holy Ghoſt, who fir{t deſcended in Fire 3 that is,the 
onely way to enter into Chriſts Kingdom is by theſe two 
Doors of the Tabernacle,which God hath pitched, and not 
Aan, firſt by Baptiſm, and then by Confirmation 3; Firſt 
by Water, and then by the Spirzt. 
"The Primitive Church had this notion ſo fully amongſt 
them, that the Author of the Apoſtolical conſtitutions 
attributed to. St. Clemert,who was St. Paris Schollar , af- 
firms, That a man 1s made a perfe@t Chriſtian (meaning 
S.Clem. Ep.4- Ritually and Sacramentally, and by all exterior folem- 
Conſti.Apoſt. Bity ) by. the Water of Baptiſm and Confirmation of 
the Bilhop , and from. theſe words of Chriſt now al- 
ledged, derives the uſe and inſtitution of the _—_ 
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; | ; who: | intending to: prove::the in- Ad Stepba- 
ny Fes, fwnc enim ple-gum 
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jan iritu.,nou pote mwn5 Pi tr $6 Then 
is rn were and become-the: Sons. of 
«God, if they be rn with both. 'the Sacraments, 'or 
«Rites: 5 for. it is written, Unleſ7: « Man be born of Wa- =— 
ter and the Spirit, he cannot emter into the Ki of _ 
God. The famealſoisthe Commentary:of: Euſebins'E- 2 
 mri{/enns ® 5 -and'St. Auſtin: tells, That although ſome ; Hemil.inDe- 
underſtand theſe words onely of Baptiſai , - and 'others pr 
. ofthe Spirit onely, vis. in. Confirmation, yet others | xz s 1 OP 
( and certainly much better ) underſtand. wtrumque 84- Scleucianum. 
 eramentum, /both the myſteries of Confirmation as well 
as Baptiſm ;\Analarins Fortnaatus © this'v _ Cle. 29, 
to-reprove fhein that! negle@- the Ep 1 1m - 
of Hands ' | ** Concerning) them my ST neglig 254% 
loſe the Biſhops reſence., and receive oh the 6+. 
tion of his Hands,it is'to be conlidered;--leaft in juſtice 
ras be occkobnieg, in which they exetcize Juſticeineg» 
ligently, becauſe they ought'to/ rake haſte to the rapo» _ 
fition of Hands'z becauſe Chriſt ſaid; Unleſs a Man be." 
born again of Water and the Epirit; he cannot enter int0- 
the Kingdom of God: Andas hefaid:this, ſo alſo VeAang,. 
ps, "hg your  righteauſneſs” exceed the righteonſ neſs of the. 
and: Phariſees, ye ſoall not enter into the Kingelows © 
of Heaven. ] 

I this. T fore-ſee- two-ObjeRtions may be made': : 
Firſt, That: Chriſt did not: inftitute Confirmation-in of 
this place,: becauſe Confirmation. being for the. Pr = 2 
the ly Ghoſt, who was to came. upan-nane of th 
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. poſtles till Jeſus was glorified «+ Theſe words feemtoo 
early for the configningi-an | cfie& that was to be ſolong 
after, .avdia Rite that could not be prattiſed'rill many 
intermedial events ſhould happen. © So faid:the Evange- 
liſt, . The Holy.Gho$#t was come upon none of them, becauſe 

' Jeſts/ was not. yet;glorified,, intimating: that this great 
ctte& was tobe in after-time, and it .1s not likely that 
the Ceremony ſhould be ordained before the Etfedt it 
ſelf was ordered and. provided for 3 that the ſolemnity 
ſhould be appointed before proviſions were made for 
the myſtery, and that the outward, which was wholy 
for the inward, ſhould be inftituted before the inward 
and principal had its abode amonglt us. 

To this I anſwer. Firſt, That it is no unuſual thing $ 
for Chriſt gave the Sacrament of his Body before his 
Body was given, the memorial of his death was inſtitu- 
ted before his death. 2.” Confirmation might here as 
well be inſtituted as Baptiſm, and by the ſame reaſon 
that theChurch from theſe words concludes the neceſhi- 
ty of one, ſhe.may alſo infer the deſignation of the o- . 
ther z for the effe& of Baptiſm was at that time: no 
more produced:than that of Confirmation./:Chriſt had 
not-yet purchaſed to himſelf a Church , he had not 
wrought remiſſion of fins to all that believe on him 
the death of Chriſt was not yet paſſed, into which death 


the Chriſtian Church was to be Baptized. 3. Theſe 


words.are foan inſtitution of Confirmation, 'as the fixth 
chip. of St. John is of the bleſied Euchariſt 2 It was de- 
ſignativa, not ordinstiva, it wasin deſign, not in pre- 
fent command 3 here it was preached , but not reduci- 
bleto practice till its proper ſeaſon. | / 4. It was like the 
words of :Chriſt to St.-Peter : When thou art converted 
eenfirin thy Brethren,” (Here the command: was: Pong 
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but that 
med in. a; 


time relative'to a ſucceeding-accident: :: 5; It: 


is certain thar l6hg before the event+ and grace was gi- 
yen; Chriſt:did ſpeak of the Spirit of: Confirmation, 


that Spirit which was to. ; 
they-were to receive who ſhould-believe on' 


whofoever did receive,ont of his\Belly ſbould flonj 


an Pentecoſt;which all: 


which 


of Living Waters, as isto be. read in that place of St. 
Joba now quoted. | 6. Thisprzdelignation of the Holy 
Spirit of Confirmation was preſently followed by ſome 
little ante-paſt and | donariola-, or: little givings.'of the 
Spirit 3 for our bleſſed: Saviour -gavei the-Holy-Ghott 
three ſeveral times. Firſt , 425% 'obſcurely, and.' by: 
intimation and ſecret virtue, then, when he'ſent thear to 
heal the ſick, and anoint-themwith Oyl in the-Nanie.of 


the Lord. : | Seconds,;/ «mms: more expredl 
nally after the Refurre&iong, when. he 'tonk 


them, and-ſaid; /Receve.: ye the: Holy Ghoſt': 


» 0nd ;fig- 
Bl: 


\-- Agd this 


was to give then a power of -miniſtring remiſhion:-of 
ſins, _ therefore related to hows and-.the-minifte- 
ries of Repentance.: But, 3-: He gave 16457; anare; 
mecfatly, ind this/was the Spitit of: Confiemation $3for) 
he:was not at all until now 7%: Ws: 145 ee; Eyior, ſayes the 
Text; The Holy :Ghaſt was not yet : So almoſt all the Greek, 
CopicsPrinted and: Manuſcript 5':and fo;St. Chryſoſtome, 
Athanaſturq. Cyril ,-- Ammonins 10 the (Catens. af th 

Greeks, i Leontines, Theophjla®,' Euthymildy 5+: and:all:the 


Krver''c,, " 


6, 


V. 39- 


Greek, Fathers'read.it 2 'So:Sti Hjerom '* and St? Auſtin x 2u9.ad He 
among the Latizes , and ſome Latine Tranſlations tead 


it ; Our Tranſlations read it, The Holy Ghoſtwarmot yet trad, 


gruen, Was not | &s dire 787 then, as ſome few "Greek C05 
pics read it'z::but'the meaning 'is alike, /Confirmation 


was not yetaGtual, che" Holy- ſpirit vig..of 
kings | pg. 


'Confirma+ 


tion 


ditiam. 
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tion was not yet come upon'the ory but'it follows. - 
not but he was long before promiſed, eg ap- 
pointed, ſpoken of and declared. * ' Fhe firſt of theſe 
collations had the Ceremony of Chriſme or Anointing 
joyned with it , - which the Church in proceſs of time 
transferred into her uſe and miniſtry, yet it is the laſt 
onely thar Chriſt paſſed into an Ordinance for ever; It 
is this onely which is the Sacramental conſummation of 
our Regenetation in Chriſt 5 for in thisthe Holy ſpirit 
is not onely «is =» preſent by his power, but preſent 
inbdic, oe &r lows THe oulyn ure 44. mam, a$ St, Gregory 
Naziarnzen exprefles it, to dwell with us, to converſe 
withus, and to abide for. ever, 5 iris ini muring, 
So St. Paul deſcribes” this Spirit of Confirmation, the 
Spirit which he hath poured forth upon us , richly or 
plentifully, that is, in great meaſures, and to the full 
conſummation of the firſt myſteries of our Regenerati- 
on. Now: becauſe Chriſt is the great Fountain of this 
bleſſing to us, and he it was who ſent his Fathers ſpirit 
upon the Church, himſelf beſt knew his own intenti- 
ons, and the great bleſſings he intended to communi- 
cate to his Charch, and therefore it was moſt agreeable 
that from his Servos we ſhould learn his purpoſes and 
his bleffing, and our duty: Here Chrift declared rew 
$acramenti, the ſpiritual Grace which he would after- 
wards impart to his Church by exterior miniſtry, in this 
as in all other Graces, Myſteries, and Rituals Evange- 
lical : Nift quis, Unleſs a Man be born both of Water and 
the Spirit, be cannot enter into the Kingdom of God. 

But the next objeCtion is yet: more material. 2. For if 
this be the meaning of ourBleſſedSaviour,thenConfirma- 
_ tion isasneceſlary as Baptiſm, and without it ordinarily 
no man can be ſaved; The ſolution of this will anfiw 
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Tra the neceſfity. of confir- 

mation 3 and in what degree of duty and - "2a 
are bound to take care that we receive this Holy rite. 
I anfiyer therefore, that, ewtring into the Kingdom of God, 
ts, being admitted into.the Chriſtian Church and ware- 
fare, to become Sons of God, and Souldiers of Jeſus 
Chriſt.z and though this be the outward'door, the 
firſt entrance into life, and conſequently the Kings high 
way, and the ordinary means of Salvation, yet we are 
to diſtinguiſh the external ceremony from the internal 
myſtery, The ws quis is for this, not for that 3 and 
yet that alſo is the ordinary way. Unikſ7 a Mar be 

baptized; that 1s, unleſs he be indeed regenerate, he can- 
not beſav'd; and yet baptiſm, or the outward waſhing 
is the — and Ceremony of its ordinary miniſtra- 
tion 3 and he that negleds this, when it may be had, is 
not indeed r ate 3 he is not 'renewed'in the ſpirit 
of his mind, uſe he neglefts Gods way, and | there- 
fore can as little be ſav'd,as he, who having receiv'd the 
external Sacrament, puts a bar to the intromiſſion of 
the inward-grace. Both cannot. alwayes: be had 3 but 
when they can, although they are not-equally valuable 
in the Nature of the thing, yet they are an 3 equally 
neceſſary by the Divine Commandment. - And in-this 
there is a great but general miſtake in the dodrine of 
the Schools diſputing concerning what Sacraments are 
neceſlary receſſitate- medi, that 1s; 'as neceſlary means, 
and what are neceſlary. by: the neceſlity: of proces; 
or Divine Commandment. For although a: leſs reaſon 
will excuſe from the aftual ſuſteption of ſome than of 
others, and a leſs diligence ' for the obtaining of one 
will ſerve than in obtaining of another, and-a'ſupply in 
ene is caſter obtain'd than in another, 'yet'no ir 6 ; 
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hath in it any other neceſlity:than what is made meerly 

by. the Divine Commandment; | But the grace ofevery 
ſactament, or rite or myſtery which is of Divine ordi- 
nance is. neceflary indiſpenſably,. fo . as | without it no 
man can be fav'd : And this difference is highly remark- 
able! it-the words of Chrift recorded by 'S. Mark. He 
that beheveth and is baptized fball be: ſaved : but he that be+ 
lieveth not ſhall be damned. Baptiſm it ſelf, -as to the ex- 
ternal part,is not neceflary xeceſ/ztate medii, or indiſpen- 
ably z but baptiſmal Faith for the remillion of ſins in 
perſons capable, that indeed is neceſſary; for Chriſt does 
not..ſay that the. want of baptiſm damns as the want of 
Faith does c and: yet both Baptilme-and Faith are: the 
ordinary _ of Salvation 3 and both neceſlary ;' ba- 
ptiſm, becauſe it is ſo by the Divine Commandment, and 
faith as a meceſſary;means of ſalvation,.in the very Occo- 
nomy and: diſpenlation of the 'Goſpel. 1 Thus. it [is ;alſo 
in the other Sacrament: Unleſs we: eat the fleſh::of the 
Lon of Mar, and drink his blaod we bave no life 'in ws 3, 


| and yet. God forbid that.every Man that-is not commu- 


nicated; ſhould dye eternally. But it: means plainly, -:that 
without receiving Chriſt, as heis;,by Gods intention in- 

tended we ſhould receive him inthe Gommunion, we have 
no life in us. Plainly' thus, -withouti'the'internal- grace. - 
we cannot live; -and the external miniſtery is the uſual 
and appointed. means of conyeying: to us the 1nternal ; 
and: therefore although without. the external it is poſ- 
fible $0 bei avid, when jt:is:tinpaſſible to. be had:s yet: 
with the wilful neglef of it, we::cannot;; - Thus there-: 
fore: we are to underſtand. the words: of Chriſt decla« 
ring the: neceflity of both theſe Ceremonies - they 
:bath/\netefdary_,/:beciuſe:;:they 'are' the means of 
ſpiritual-advantages- and:::graces', 'and both ' miniſter 
to the proper ends of their appointment, meg 
crive 
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remonial part in. zare;emergeneies is 


the Grace. is indiſpenſable.. Wit 
Baptiſm we ſhall dye in our fins 3 and without th 


or internal part of Confirmation we ſball never beable 
to reſiſt the.Divel, but ſhall be taken captive by him 


at his will: Now the external or ritual part-is the means; 
the ſeaſon and opportunity of this grace; and there+ 
fore is at no hand to be negleQell , leaſt we be account- 
ed defpiſers of the grace, and tempters of God to wayes 
and. proviſions extraordinary. For. although when 
without our fault we receive not- the ſacramental-part, 
God can and will ſupply it to us out of his own ſtores3 
becauſe no man can periſh without his own fault; and 
God can permit to himſelf what he pleaſe, as being 
Lord of the Grace and of the Sacrament z yet to:us he 
hath givena.law and arule; and that is the way of his 
Church in which all Chriſtians ought to walk. In ſhort : 
The »ſe of it 1s greatly profitable 3 the wegle@ is inexcu- 
ſable; but the contempt is damnuble. Tenentur now negli- 
. gere | pateat opportunitas, ſaid the Biſhops in a Synod: at 
Paris : If there be an opportunity,..it. muſt;not: be neg+ 
lected. Obligantur ſuſcipere, aut ſaltem non: contemnere; 
ſaid the Synod at Sexs. 'They are bound to receive it, or 
at leaſt not to deſpiſe it. Now hedeſpiſes it that refuſes 
it when he is1nvited to it, or when it is offered: z-or that 
negleds it without-cauſe. For,'.cexſeleſly and conterptn- 
Kh are all one; But theſe anſwers:were made by: geni 
Ceſviſts 5 he onely values the Grace that defires it, that 
longs for-it , . that makes uſe: of all the means of Grace, 
that ſeeks out for the means, that refiiſes no labour;that 
goes after them as the. Merchant/;goes after Gain'y:: and 
therefore the @id Ordo Komanns admoniſhes ENT 
14 y35 
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”  Inoffic. Sab. 1y5 Omning: precavendum efſe ut boc' Sacramentum'con- | 
eo Paſch. pt &- firmationls non negligatur, quia tanc omne- Baptiſm legi- 

que dicitnr s Soo OO Pe : Ed. > L 

Data confirm. Simmant Chriſtianitatis nomine c Ir. We:imuſt by 

&. 2/1 means take heed that the Rite of Confirmation be 

* not —_—_ becauſe in that every true Baptiſm is 

Pe offc. divin. *© ratified and confirmed, -which words are alſo to the 

ls. S. fame purpoſe made uſe of by Albinus Flaccus. No 

47. mancan tell to what degrees of diligence and labour, . 
to what ſufferings or journeyings he is __ for the 

procuring of this miniſtry 3 there muſt be debita ſollici- 

tudo; a real providential zealou scare,to be where it is 

to be had, is the duty of every Chriſtian according to 

. his own circumſtances, but they who will not receive it 

| unleſs/it be brought to their doors, may live in ſuch 

places and in-ſuch times where they ſhall be ſure to mils 

it, andpay'the price of their neglect of ſo great a mi- 

niſtry of ſalvation, Twrpiſſawa eſt jaFnra que per negli- 

gentiam fit, He is a Fool that loſes his good by careleſ- 


neſs :'But no manis zealous for his Soul, but he who not 
onely omits no opportunity of doing it advantage when 
it is ready for him, but makes and ſecks and contrives 
opportunities. 83 0x neceſſitate, ſed incuril & volun- 
tate remanſerit, : as St. Clements expreſſion is, If a man 
wants it by neceſlity, it _y by the overflowings of the 


Divine Grace be ſupplied, but not ſo if negligence or 
_ Choicecaulſes the omitsion. Trig. 

. 3:1 Our way being made plain, we may proceed to 
other places & Scripture to prove the Divine Original 
of Confirmation. | It was a Plant of our; Heavenly Fa- 
thers-planting, it was a Branch-of the Vine, and how it 
ſprings from the Root Chriſt Jeſas we have ſeen); it is 
yet more viltble as it was/:drefſed and cultivated by the 
Apoſtles. Now: as __ as the Apoſtles had r —_ 
| t 
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the Holy ſpirit they Þr eached and baptized and the 
hid 


inferiour Miniſters did the ſame , and Se. Philip particu- 
larly did fo at Say#aria-, the Converts of which place 
received allthe Fruits of Baptiſm, but Chriſtians _—_ 
they were, they wanted a mins ſomething to make 
them perfe&t. The other ru of the Narrative I ſhall 
ſet down in the words © 


St. Luke - Now when the 4f0- 1a: 3.v.1, _ 


files which were at Jeruſalem beard that Samaria had re- 15,16, 17+ 


ceived the Word of God, they ſent unto them Peter and 
John, who,when they were come down,prayed for them that 
they might receive the Holy Ghoſt, for as yet he was fallen 
upon none of them, onely they were Baptized in the Name 


of the Lord Jef #45 Thenlaid they their hands on them and 
e Holy Ghoſt. It it had not been neceſ- 


tbey received t 
fary to have added a new ſolemnity and miniſtration, it 
is not to be ſuppoſed the Apoſtles Peter and John would 
have gone from Jerxſalews to impoſe hands on the Bap- 
tized at Sameria: Id quod deerat a Petro &- Johanne fa- 
Fum eſt, ut Oratione pro eis habit! & manu impoſitt in- 
vocaretur & infunderetur ſuper eos ſpiritus ſaniFus, (aid 


St. Cyprian : It was not neceſlary that they ſhould be 41 Fabaian- 


Baptized again, onely that which was wanting was per- 


formed by Peterand Job, that by prayer impoſiti- 


on of hands the Holy Ghoſt ſhould be invocated and 
poured upon them. The ſame alſo is from this place 


affirmed by P. Iwnocentivs the Firſt, St.Hzerom,and many x,;q. c. oF 
ife- 


others; and in theAds of the Apoſtles we find. another Adv. Luc 
inftance of the celebration of this Ritual and Myſtery, han. 


for it is ſignally expreſſed of the Baptized Chriſtians at 

Epheſus, that St. Pawl firſt Baptized them ,” and then laid 

his hands on them, and they received the Holy Ghoft ; 

and theſe Teſtimonies are the great warranty for this 

Holy Rite. Qed mwnc in confirmandis Neophytis mans 
. . 
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iz2poſitio tribuit ſingulis, hoc tunc Spiritus ſan@#i deſcenſio 
_—_—— ar, donavit univerſ3s,{aid CET a 
dunenſis, in his Homily of Pentecoſt. The ſame thing 
that isdune now in impoſition of hands or ſingle perſons, 
is no other than that which was done upon all Believers 
in thedeſcent of the Holy Ghoſt 3 it is the ſame Mini- 


try, and all deriving from the ſame Authority. 


Confirmation or impoſiticnof hands for the collation 
of the Holy ſpirit we ſee was actually praiſed by the 
Apoſtles, and that even before and after they preached 
the Goſpel to the Gentiles, and therefore Amalarins, 
who entred not much into the ſecret of it, reckons this 
Ritual as derived from the Apoſtles per conſuetudinem, 
by Catholick cuſtom, which although it is not per- 
fealy ſpoken as to the ;whole <-44:iﬀ# or Authority of 
it, yet he places it in the Apoſtles,and is a witneſs of the 


_ Catholick ſucceeding cuſtom and practiſe of the Church 


of God; which thing alſo Zexchivs obſerving,though he 
followed the ſentiment of Awalarivs,and ſeemed to un- 
derſtand no more of it,yet fayes well : Interim (ayes 
he )) exempla Apoitolorum & weteris Eccleſie vellem plu- 
ric eftimari. I wiſh that the example of the Apoſtles , 
and the primitive Church were of more value amongſt 
Chriſtians, it were very well indeed they were fo, but 
there is more in it than mere example. Theſe examples 
of ſuch ſolemnities produQtive of ſuch ſpiritual effe&ts 
are,as St. Cyprien calls them, Apoſtolica Magifteria , the 
Apoſtles are our Maſters in them, and have given Rules 
and Precedents for the Church to follow. This is a Chri- 
ſtian. Law, ad written as all Scriptures are, for our in- 
| —_ - But this I ſhall expreſly prove in the next 
aragraph. 
4 We have ſcen the Original from Chriſt, thepra- 
| e - 


Aiſe and exerciſe of it int >oſtles , - and the firſt 
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Converts in Chriſtianity 3 that which I. ſhall now re- 
mark-is, that this is eſtabliſhed and paſſed intoa Chri- 
ſtian Doftrine. The warranty for what I ſay is the 


words of St. Paul, where the Holy Rite of Confirmation, Hebr. 6. 1-2. 


ſo called from the effe& of- this miniſtration, and ex- 
preſſed by the Ritual part of it, Impoſttion of Hands, is 
reckoned a Fundamental point %iO- ine: x1;51, Not 
laying again the foundation of Repentance from dead 
works, and of Faith towards God, of the DoFrine of 
Baptiſmes and of laying on of Hands,of  ReſurreFion frons 
the Dead and Eternal judgement. , Here are fix Fundamen- 
tal points of St. Pauls Catechiſm, which he laid as the 
foundation or the beginning of the inſtitution of the 
Chriſtian church, and amon 7 theſe impoſition of hands 
1s reckoned as a part of the | arr , and therefore 
they who deny it, dig up foundations: Now that this 
impoſition of hands is that which the Apoſtles uſed in 
confirming the Baptized, and invocating the Holy Ghoſt 
upon them, remains to be proved. 
For it is true that izepoſition of haxds-ſignifics all 
_ Chriſtian Rites except Baptiſm and the Lords Supper 3 
not the Sacrements, but all the Secramextals of the 
Church : It ſignifies Confirmation, Ordination, .Abſc- 
Jution, Viſitation of the Sick, bleſſing ſingle perſons, 
(as Chriſt did the Children brought to him ) and bleſf- 
ling Marriages, all theſe were uſually miniſtred by im- 
polition of hands. Now the three laſt are not preten- 
ded to be any part of this foundation , neither Reaſon, 
Authority, nor the Nature of the thing, ſuffer any ſuch 
pretenſion : The Queſtion then is between the firſt 
three. Firſt, A4bſolution of Penitexnts. cannot be meant 
here, not onely becauſe we never read that the A = 
E 2 les 
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ſtles did uſe that cerewony in their Abſolutions; but be. 
cauſe the Apoitle ſpeaking of the foundation in which 
Baptiſm is, and is reckoned one of the principal parts 
in the foundation,there needed no Abſolution but Bap- 
tiſma], for they and we believing one Baptiſm for the 
Remiſſion of Sins, this is all the abſolution that can be 
at firſt and inthe foundation. The other was ſecnrda 
poſt naufraginm tabuls, it came in after , when men had 
made a {hipwrack of their good conſcience , and were as 
St. Peter layes Mi9ny MaCortec T3 ag 910 us off hay aulay Euaprioy for- 
getful of the former cleanſing and purification and waſh- 
ing of their old (ins. 

2. It cannot be meant of Ordizatio», and this is alſo 
evident. 1. Becauſe the Apoſtle fayes he would 
thenceforth leave to ſpeak of the foundation, and go 


'on to perfe&tion , that is, to higher myſteries. Now 


in Rituals,of which he ſpeaks, there is none higher than 
Ordination. 2. The Apoſtle ſaying he would ſpeak no 
more of Impoſition of Hands, goes preſently to dif- 
courſe of the myſteriouſneſs of the Evangelical Prieſt- 
hood,and the honour of that vocation , by which it is 
evident he ſpake nothing of Ordination in the Cate- 
chiſm or Narrative of Fundamentals. 3. This alſo ap- 
pears from the context,. not onely becauſe laying oz of 
Sands is immediately ſet after Baptiſz:, but alſo becauſe 
in the very next words of his Diſcourſe he-does enume- 
rate and apportion to Baptiſmand Confirmation their pro- 
per and proportioned effects : To Baptiſm, illumination, 


according tv the perpetual ſtile of the Church of God, 


calling Baptiſm -r.o,3: an ecnlightning, and to confirma- 
tioz he reckons, taſting the Heavenly gift, and being made 
partakers of the Holy Ghoſt by the thing ſignitied de- 
claring the Sign, and by the myſtery the Rite, _ 

theſe 
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theſe words St. Chyſoſtom. diſcourſing , ſayes, ©&. That 
< all theſe are ' Fundamental Articles 3 that is, that we' 
© ought to repent from dead works, to be Baptized in- 
© tothe Faith of Chriſt , .and. be made worthy, of the 
«<oift of the Spirit, who is given by Impoſition of 
* Hands, and we are to be taught the myſteries of the 
©< Reſurre@tion and Eternal Judgement. This Catechiſm 
( ſayes he) # perfe® 3 ſo thatif any man have Faith in 
God, and being baptized is alſo confirmed, and lo taſtes 
the Heavenly gift and partakes of the Holy Ghoſt, and 
by hope of the ReſurreQion taſtes of the good things 
of the World to come, if he falls away from this ſtate, 
and turn Apoſtate from this whole Diſpenfation,digging 
down and turning up theſe Foundations, he ſhall.never 
be built. again z he can never be Baptized again, and ne- 
ver be Confirmed any more, God will not þegin again, 
and go over with him again, he cannot be made a Chri- 
ſtian twice 3. if he remains upon theſe Foundations, 
though he ſins, he may be renewed 9: w-mn by Repen- 
tance and by a Reſuſcitation ot the Spirit, if. he have not 
wholly quenched him But if he renounces the whole 
Covenant, diſown and cancel theſe Foundations , he is 
deſperate, he can never berenewed i wi4niy to the 
Title and Oeconomy of Repentance, This is the full ex- 
plication of this excellent place, and any. other wayes 
It cannot reaſonably be explicated , but therefore into 
this place any notice of Ordination cannot come 3. no 
Senſe, no Myſtery can be made of-it or drawn from it, 
but. by the interpoſition of .Confirmation the whole 
context is clear, rational, and intelligible. | 
This then is that inpoſition of. hands of which the 
Apoſtles ſpeaks. Unus bic locus abunde teſtatur, 8c. 
faith. Calvin ; This one place. duth abundantly gre 
tnat 
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A Diſcouſe of 


that the Original of this Rite or Ceremony was from 
the Apoſtles » Fro oþ 1d mniiue 'andpCarcy, ſaith S. C hryſoſtom ; 


for by this rite of impoſition of hands they receiv'd the 


Holy Ghoſt. . For though the ſpirit of God was given 
extra-regularly, and at all times, as God was pleas'd tg 


' dogreat things; yet this impoſition of hands was #:«x,1i. 


. mpei@- , this was the Ainſtery of the Spirit. For ſo we 


receive Chriſt when we hear and obey his word : we eat 
Chriſt by Faith, ' and we live by his Spirit z and yet the 
Bleſſed Euchariſt is nraxurie o%519- 2 cwl9- , the miniſter 

of the body and blood of Chriſt, Now as the Leeds 
Supper is appointed ritzally to convey Chriſt's body and 
blood to us : So is Confirmation ordain'd ritxally to give 
unto us the Spirit of God. And though by accident 
and by the overflowings of the ſpirit it-may come to 
paſs that a man does receive perfeCtive graces alone, and 
without Miniſteries external ; yet ſuch a Man without 
a miracle js not a perfe& Chriſtian ex ſiatunm vite diſ- 
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poſitione ; but, in the ordinary wayes and appointment - 


of God, and until he receive this impoſition of hands, 
and be confirmed, is to be accounted an imperfe& Chri- 
ftian. Bur of this afterwards. 

I ſhall obſerve one thing more out of this teſtimony 
of S. Paxl. He calls it, the DoGrine of Baptiſmes and 
laying on of hands s by which it does not only appear 
to be a laſting miniſtery, becauſe no part of the Chri- 
ftian Do&rize could change, or be aboliſhed 5 but 
hence alſo it appears to be of Divine inſtitution. For if 


. It were not 3 S. Paxl had been guilty of that which our 


Bleſſed Saviour reproves in the Scribes and Phariſees, 


and ſhould have tanght for DoFrines the Commandments 


Of Men. Which becauſe it canaot be ſuppos'd 5 it muſt 


—; that this DoFrine of Confirmation, or impoſeti- 
| on 
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and Divine. Theargument is 


clear, and not eafie to be reproov'd.. 
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- "SECT. Il. 
The Rite of Confirmation is a perpetual and 
never ceaſing Miiſtery. 


_ — 
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| I 7 Ea, but what is thisto us? It belong'd to the dayes 


of wonder and extraordinary : The tioly Ghoſt 
breath'd upen the Apoſtles and' Apoſtolical' men 3 but 
then he breath'd his laſt : recedente gratia, receſſit diſci- 
plins: when the Grace departed we had no further uſe 
of the Ceremony.. In anſwer to this I ſhall 4i>«ic fanvies, 
by divers particulars evince plainly, that this miniſtery 
of confirmation was not temporary and relative only 
to the Ads of the Apoſtles, but was to deſcend to the. 
Church for ever. This indeedis done already in the pre-- 
ceding Set. In which it is clearly manifeſted; that Chriſt 


himſelf made the Baptiſm of the Spirit, to be.neceſlary 7,z,z.5. 


to the Church ; hedeclar'd the fruits of this Baptiſm; 
and did particularly relate it to the deſcent of the Holy 
Spirit upon the Church at and after that- glorious Pex- 
zecoſt. He ſanRifyed it, and commended it by his ex- 
ample juſt as in order to baptiſm, he ſanQified: the 
Flood Jordan, and all other waters to the myſtical waſh- 
ing away of ſin viz. by his great example, and fulfillin 
this righteouſneſs alſo : This Doftrine the Apoſtles firſt 
foundin their own perſons and experience., and'pradti- 
ſed'toall their Converts after Baptiſm by a ſolemn and 
external' Rite, and all this paſſed into an Evangelical 
Doctrine, the whole myſtery being ſignified by the ex- 
ternal Rite in the words of the Apoſtle, as before.it = | 
). 
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by Chriſt, expreſſing onely the interhal z3 ſo that there 
needs no more ſtrength to this Argument :- But that 
there may be wanting no moments to this truth, which 
the Holy Scripture affords, 1 ſhall add more weight to 
itz And | 
1. The perpetuity of this Holy Rite appears, be- 
cauſe this great gift of the Holy Ghoſt was promiſed to 
abide with the Church for ever. And when the Jews 
heard the Apoſtles ſpeak with Tongues at the firſt and - 
miraculous deſcent of the Spirit in Pentecoſt, to take 
off the ſtrangeneſs of the wonder and the envy of the 
power; St. Peter at that very time tells them plainly, 
Repent and be Baptized every one of yol, «uu and ye 
ſhall receive the gift of the Holy Ghoſt 'iz«s«'1w Not the 
As 2. 38,39. meaneſt perſon amongſt you all but ſhall receive this 
| great thing, which ye obſerve us to have. received; 
and not onely you, but your Children too 3 not your 
Children of this Generation onely, ſed Nati natorum, ed 


qui naſcentur ab illis, but your Children for ever : For 
the promiſe is to you andto- your children, and to all that 
/ are afar off, even to as many as the Lord our God ſhall 


call, Now then let it be conlidered, 
I, This gift is by promiſe, by a promiſe net made to 
the Apoſtles alone, but to all ; to all for ever. 
2. Conſider hereat the very firft as there is a verbuw, 
a word of promiſe, ſo there is ſacramentwns too : (I 
uſe the word as 1 have already premoniſhed in a large 
ſenſe onely, and according to the ſtile of the Primitive 
Church) it is a Rite partly Moral, partly Ceremonial, 
the firſt is Prayer, and the other is laying on of the 
hands, and to an effe@ that 1s but tranſient and extra- 
ordinary, and of a little aboad , it is not eaſfie to be 
ſuppoſed that ſ#ch a ſolemmnity ſhould be appointed. I 
_ tay, 


at 


"tay; ſuch a ſolewnity, that is; it is not imaginable 
a 


wore »** D 
"6% 3 ag 
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: that . 
olemn Rite annexed-to a perpetual.Promilſe ſhould be 
tranſient and 'temporary, for by the nature of Relatives 
they muſt be of equal abode, The promiſe is of a thing 
for ever, the Ceremony or Rite was annexed to the 
Promiſe, - and therefore this alſo muſt be for ever. 

3. 'Fhis is atteſted by St. Paxl, who reduces this Ar- 
gument to this Myſtery, ſaying 3 In whom after that 
ye believed ſignati eſtis ſpiritu ſanFo promiſſuonis, ye 
were ſealed by that holy ſpirit of promiſe. He ſpake it to 


membring what was done to themſelves by the Apo- 


Rles * but a while before, who afzer they had Baptized 4#:19-* 6: 


them. did lay their hands upon them, and ſo they were 
fealed, and fo they received the Holy ſpirit of promiſe; 
for here the very matter of Fa& is the cleareſt Com- 
mentary onSt. Pearls words : lhe ſpirit which was pro- 
miſed to all Chriſtians they then received, when they 


| were conſigned, or had the Ritual ſeal of Confirmati- 


on by Impoſition of hands. . One thing I ſhall remark 
here, andthat is, that this and ſome other words of 
Scripture relating to the Sacraments or other Rituals of 
Religion do principally mean the. Internal Grace, and 
our conlignation is by a ſecret power,. and the work. is 
within, but it does not therefore follow that the Exter- 


nal Riteis not alſo intended 3 for the Rite is ſo wholly 


forthe Myſtery, and the outward for the inward, and 

yet by the outward God ſo uſually and regularly gives 
the inward, that as 0. wan is to rely upon the External 
Adiniftery , as if the op#s operatum would do the whole 


Duty ; ſono man is to-negle# the External, becauſe the 


Internal is the more principal. The miſtake in this par- 


ticular hath cauſed great —_ of the gs 
an 


the - ro. who well underſtood his meaning by re- zybeſ. r.13. 


ry effe&s accompatiying this miniſtration', and becauſe 
now there are not, that we will ſuppoſe the whole Oe- 
conomy muſt ceaſe ; if this be it, and indeed this is all 
that em be ſuppoſed in oppoſition to it , it is infinitely 
vain. 

r. Becauſe theſe extraordinary effets did continue 
evenafter the death of all the Apoſtles. St. Irenens 
ayes they did continye even to his .time 5 even the 

Lib. 2.cap $7. greateſt inſtance of miraculous power, & in fraternj- 
fate, ſepiſſume propter aliquid neceſſarinm ea que eft in- 
quoqno loco Univerſa Eccleſia poſtnlante per jejuninm &- 
ſupplicationem multam, reverſus eft —__ &c. When 
God ſaw it neceſſary, and the Chureh prayed and faſted 

| much, they did miraculous things , even of reducing 
the Spirit to a dead man.-- | y 

2. In the dayes of the Apoſtles the holy ſpirit did 
produce miraculous effe&ts , but neither alwayes, nor at 
all, in — * . Arecall —_— of — Do all 

ſpeak, with Tongues © Do all interpret s Can all heal? 

wy fe the Spirit bloweth where he liſterh, and as he li- 
ſeth; he givesgiftsto all, but to ſome after this man- 
ner, and to ſome after that. | 

' 3- Theſe gifts were 'not neceſſary at all times a 
wore than to all perfons, but the promiſe did belong to. 
all, and was made to-all, and was,performed to all. . In 
the dayes of rhe Apoſtles there was-an-effwſror of the 
Spirit of God, it ruth over., it was for themfelves 2nd 
others, i wet the very ground they trode-upon,and 
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ly Ghoſt was given to him to fulfil/ tns Faith principal- 
hy, the workmg miracles was but collateral and inci- 


ent : Butthere is alſo «* j»fſior of the Holy Ghoft, 


faith and power ; The Ho- At: 6.8; 


and that is to all, and that is for eyer, The manifeſtation Cor. 12.7. 


of the Spirit is given to every man to profit withall, ith 
the Apoſtle; and therefore if the Grace be given to all, 
there is no reaſon that the Ritual miniſtration of that 
Grace ſhould ceaſe, apon pretence that the Spirit is not 
given extraordinarily. | 


4. Theſe extraordinary gifts were indeed at firſt ne- PE 


ceſlary : In the beginnings alwayes appears the ſenfeble vi- 

fons of ſpiritual things for their ſakes,who eannot receive 

the nnderſtanding.of an incorporeal Nature; that if after- 

ward they be not ſo done,they may be believed by thoſe 
things which were already done, faid St. Chyſoſtom im the i Mart 
place before quoted. That is, theſe viſible appearan- 

ces were given at firft by reaſon of the inperfoltion of 

the ſtate of the Church , but the greater gifts were to 

abide for ever 5 and therefore it is obſervable: chat'Se. 

Paxl fayes, That the gift of Tongues is one'of the leaſt 

and moſt uſclefs things; a meer fign, and not ſo: much 

2s afigntoBelievers,. but to infidels and Unbelievers; 
and before this he greatly prefers the 'gift of Prophe- 
cying or Preaching,which, yet all Chriftians know, does 
abide with the Church forever. + - HIDE. 
5, Toevery ordinary _— rpetual miniſtery atfirſt, «©. 


- 
. > 


there were extraordinary effes and miraculous config- 
mations.” Wefind great parts of Nations converted at 
one Sermon. Three thoufand converts came in at orice 


henm 


4 a: | 


nenicum. Fo- 
han. circa 
meds oF lib. 3 


bo 16, 
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Preaching of S. Peter 3 and five thouſand at another Ser- 
mon: and Perſons were miraculouſly cured by the 
prayer of the Biſhop in his viſitation of a fick Chriſtian 3 
and Divels.caſt out in the converſion of a finner 3 and 
blindneſs cur'd at the Baptiſm of S. Paxl, and Axes * 
was healed of a Pallie at the ſame time; he was cur'd of 
his infidelity 5 and Extychxs was reſtor'd to life .at the 
Preaching of S. Paul : and yet that now we ſee no ſuch ' 
extraordinaries, -it followes not, that the viſitation of 
the fick, and Preaching Sermons,and abſolving penitents 
are not ordinary and perpetual miniſtrations : and there- 
fore to fancy that invocation of the Holy Spirit, and im- 
poſition of hands is to ceaſe when the extraordinary and 
temporary contingencies of it are gone, is too trifling 
a fancy to be put 1n ballance againſt fo ſacred an inſtitu- 
tion relying upon ſo many Scriptures. 
6. With this Objefion ſome vain perſons would have 
troubled the Church in S. A»ſtivs time 3 but he conſi- 
dered it with much indignation, writing againſt the Doe 
natifts, His words are theſe. At the firſt times the Holy 
Spirit fell upon the Believers, and they ſ[pake with tongues 
which they had not learned, according as the Spirit gave 


contr.Donatiſt. them utterance. They were ſogns tted for the ſeaſon 5fe or 


ſo the Holy Ghoſt ought to have ſignified in all tongues, be- 
cauſe the Goſpel of God was to run thorough all the Nati- 
ons and Languages of the World: ſo it was ſignified, and 
ſo it paſs d thorough. But is it therefore expefGed that 
they,»pon whom there is impoſition of hands that they might 
receive the Holy Ghoſt, that they ſhould ſpeak with tongues ? 
Or when welay hands on Afi, aoes every one of you at+ 
tend to bear thew ſpeak with Tongues £ And when be ſees 
that they do not ſpeak, with Tongues, is any of you of ſo 
perverſe a beart as to ſay, They have not received the H : 
| 7 hy 


tb bt 
® 1% "WS EI RN 


_—_— Diſc ”"n ſe of Confirmation 7 x" Jy 
ly Ghoſt 5 for if they had received him, they would ſpeak = 
_ with «Lk , wha done at firſt Ine if by hee 
Miracles there is not now given any teſtimony of the pre- 
ſence of the holy $yirit, how doth eny one know that he 
\ hath received the Holy Ghoſt * Interroget cor ſunm , ſo 
diligit fratrem, manet ſpiritus Dei in illo. It is true 
the gift of Tongues doth not remain, but all the'greater 
gifts of the holy Spirit remain with the Church for e- 
yer 5 Sanctification and Power , Fortitude and Hope, 
Faith and Love: Let every man ſearch his Heart, and 
ſee if he belongs to God 5 whether the love of God be 
ot ſpread in Tis heart by the ſpirit of God: Let him 
ſee if he benot patient in Troubles, comforted in his 
Afictions, bold to Confeſs the Faith of Chriſt crucifi- 
ed, zealous of good works: Theſe are the miracles 
of Grace, and the mighty powers of the Spirit, accor- 
ding to that ſaying of Chriſt; Theſe ſegns ſhall follow 
them that belitve : In my Name ſhall they caſt out Devils, 1c, 16.119. 
they fhall ſpeak with new Tongues, they ſhall tread on Ser- 
pents, they ſhall drink, poyſon, and it ſhall not hart them ; 
and they ſhall lay their hands on the ſich, and they fhall 
recover. That which we call the miraculous part is the 
leſs power ; but to caſt out the Devil of Luſt, to 
throw down the pride of Lxcifer, to tread on the great 
Dragon, and to triumph over our ſpiritual enemies, to 
cure adiſeaſed Soul, to be unharmed by the poyſon of 
Temptation , of evil Examples and evil Company <- 
Theſe are the true figns that ſhall follow them that trul 
and rightly believe on the Name of the LordJeſus 5 this 
is to live iz the ſpirit , and to walk inthe ſpirit; this 1s 
more than to receive the ſpirit to a power of miracles, 
and ſuper-natural produdts in a natural matter :_ For 
this is from a ſuper-natural principle to receive gr 
turas 
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2omn 5 and this being more miraclous than the other, © 


It ought not to be pretended that the diſcontinuance of 


extraordinary miracles ſhould cauſe tthe diſcontinuance. 
of an ordinary miniſtration 3 and this ts that which T 
Was tO proove. 6b 

6. To which it is not amiſs to add this Obſervation, 

That Simon Mags offered to buy this cr of the A- 

poſtles, that he alſo by laying on 'of hands might thus 

miniſter the ſpirit. Now he began this {in in the Chri- 

ttian Church, and it is too frequent at this day, bur if 
all this power be gone, then nothing of that fin can re- 

main 5 if the ſubje& matter be removed, then the ap- 

pendant crime cannot abide, and there can be no Simo- 

ny, fo much as by participation 5 and whatever is or 

canbedone in this kind, is no moreof this Crime, than - 
Drunkenneſs is of Adultery 5 it relates to it, or may 

be introduttive of it, or be ſomething like it : But 

certainly fince the Church is not ſo happy as to be in- 

rirely free from the Crime of Simony , it will be hard 

to ſay, that the power ( the buying of ' which was the 

principle of this fin, and therefore the Rule of all the 

reſt ) ſhould be removed, and the houſe ſtand without 

a foundation, the relative without the correſpondent, . 
the acceſſary without the principal, and the accident 

without the ſubje&, This is impoſlible,and therefore it 

remains that ſtil! there abides in the Church this-power, 

that by Impofition of the Hands of fit perſons,the Holy 

Ghoſt is miniftred:: Bur this will -be further cleared/in 

thenext Seftion. | 
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Sect. III. 


- Sxer. IL 
T he Holy Rite of Impoſition of Hands for 
the grving the Holy Spirit,or Confirma- 
tion,as aFually continued and praiſed 
by all the ſucceeding Ages of the pureſt 


and Primitive Church. 
Ne to theplain words of Scripture, the traditive - 
interpretation and praGtiſe of the Churchof God 
is the beſt Argument in the World for Rituals and My- 
ſtical miniſtrations3 for the tradition is univerſal, and all 
the way acknowledged to be derived from Scripture : 
And although in Rituals the tradition it ſelfjf it be uni« 
verſal and primitive, as this is, werealone ſufficient,aad 
is ſoeſteemed in the Baptiſm of Infants , in the Prieſts 
conſecrating the Holy Euchariſt , inpublick Liturgies, 
in Abſ@tation of Penitents, the Lords Day, Communi- 
cating of Women, and the like ; yet this Rite of 'Con- 
firmation being all that, and evidently derived from the 
ractiſe Apoſtolical, and fo often recorded in- the New 
eſtament , both 1n the Ritual and Myſterious part, 
both in the Ceremony and Spiritual effe&, is a point of 
as great certainty, 2s it is of uſefulneſs and holy de- 

ation. 


Theophilus Antiochenus lived not long after the _ 4. D. 190. 
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A. D. 200. 


4 bapriſme.c. 


De reſar.carn. 
cap. 8. 


Ubi ſnpra de 
bay. 


of S. Jebx, and he derives the name of Chriſtian, which 
was firſt given to the Diſciples in his City from this 
Chriſme or ſpiritual Union, this Confirmation of ba- 
ptized perſons ipeeTc ahry Elr6x47 x325pcedm Xpecrerels 377 Koibueder later Og 
We are therefore called Chriſtians oc we are anointed 
with the UnFion of God. Theſe words will be beſt un-: 
derſtood by the ſubſequent teſtimonies, by which it will 
appear that confirmation ( for reaſons hereafter menti- 
on'd ) was for many. Ages called Chrifine or Un&ion. 
But he adds the uſcfulneſs of it. For who is there that 
enters into the World, or that enters into contention, or © 
Athletich, combats, but is anointed -with ogl * By which / 
words he intimates both the Undion anciently ns'd in / 
Baptiſine, and in confirmation both : for in the firſt we- 
have our new birth; in the ſecond, we are meer 
ſpiritual combatre. _ | 
Tertwllian having ſpoken of the Rites of Baptiſm , 
proceeds. 'Dehinc ( faith he ) manns imponitnr, per Bewe- 
diffionem advocans &- invitans Spiritum Sanitum : Tunc 
ile ſan#iſſimus Spiritzs ſuper emundats & benediffa cor- 
pora libens # patre deſcendit. After baptiſm, the hand is 
impos'd, by bleſſing, calling 'and inviting the Holy Spi- _ 
rit.' Then that moſt holy ſpirit willingly deſcends: from 
the Father upon the Bodies that are cleans'd and bleſ- 
ſed; that is, firſt baptis'd, then confirm'd 3 and again. 
Caro fignatur, ut anima 'mmniatur. Caro manws impoſuti- 
one adumbratur, ut anima ſpiritu illuminetur.. The flefh 
is conſign'd, or ſeal'd ( that alſo is one of the known 
primitive words for Confirmation ) that the ſoul = y 
y 


| guarded or defended : and the body is overſhadowe 


the impoſition of hands, that the ſoul may be enlightned 
by the Holy Ghoſt. Ny further yet. If any Man ob- 
jets that Baptiſme is ſufficient ; he anfwers 3 7t is true, 
7 


it is /«fficiertt to them that are to dye preſently, but it 'is-* 
not {fe for them that are ftill to ad xs Kr «24jnft 
their ſpiritual Enemies. For in baptiſm we do not receive” 
the Holy Ghoſt ( for although the Apoſtles had been ba- | 
ptiz'd, yet the Holy Ghoſt was come upon none of them 2 
until) Jeſus was glorified ) ſed in aqui emmndati , ſub 4n- wil 
gelo Spiritui Sano preparammar 3 but being cleans'd by "0 
Baptiſmal water, we are diſpos'd for the Holy Spirit 
under the hand of the Angel of the Church, under the 
Biſhops hand. And a little after he expoſtulates the ar. 
ticle. . Nox licebit Deo in ſuo Organo per manu ſani#ss 
ſublimitatemw modulari ſpiritalem? Is it not lawful for 
God, by an inſtrument of his own, under Holy hands 
to accord the heights and ſublimity of the ſpirit. For 
indeed this is the Divine Order ; and therefore Tertul;- 
an reckoning the happinefs and excellency of the Church 
of Kome at that time, ſayes, ſhe believes in God, fhe ſignes 
with water, ſhe cloths withthe ſpirit ( viz. in Contirma- | 
tion ) fhe feeds with the Euchariſt, ſhe exhorts to Martyr- pe praferine. © 
dom ; and againſt this order or inſtitution fhe receives no <«p- 36. 
Man. | 

S. Cyprien,in his Epiſtle to Jubajamnr,having urg'd that 4: Þ: 25%. 
of the Apolites ok to ne we to impoſe hands on ri 
thoſe whom S.Philip had baptized,adds: ©xod mnc quoque 
apud nos geritur, ut qui in Eccleſia baptizantur, per prepoſs- 
tos = be offerantur, &+ per noftram ws ty ac _ 
7#8r0ſitionem,ſpiritun rn conſequantur,@ ſignac 0- 
i power —_ is alſo deſcended to 
© us,that they,who are baptiz'd might be brought by the 
© Rulers ofthe Church, and by or prayer and the impoſs- 
< tion of hands ( ſaid the _— Biſhop ) may obtain | 
*the Holy Ghoſt, and be conſummated with the Lords ,,,, . 
ſignature. And again, Ungi neceſſe ef# euns qui baptina- 73. 
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 (Þ legitiowuen baptiſmuums £ 


tne off, KC. Ea ſuper eos quc.in Excleſts baptizati eraut, eh. 
J 7 py 


oratione $*0 tis babith, & max impoſt2 invacaretur th 
infideretvn Spirit Savin. It is neceſlary that every 
one who is baptiz'd ſhauld receive the Union that he 
may be Chriſt's anointed one, and may have in him the 
grace of Chriſt. They who have receiv'd lawful and 
Eccleſiaſtical Baptiſm, it is not neceſſary they ſhould be 
baptiz'd again; but that which is wanting muſt be ſup- 
plyed , viz. that prayer being made for them, and 
hands impos'd, the Holy Ghoſt be invocated and pour'd 
upon them. . | : 
S. Clement of Alexandria,a Man of Venerable Antiqui- 
ty and admirable Learning, tells that a certain young 
4x4 Euſeb. 1. Mama was by S. John delivered to the care of a Biſhop, 
3-617 whohaving baptiz'd him : poſteaverd ſigillo Domini tan- 
$532.01... Juan perfeitd triaque cjus A * enum obſignavit. AE 
naxriuer,  terwards he ſealed him with the Lords ſignature ( the 
Church word for Confirmation ) -as with. a ſafe and 

perfett guard. wa | 

-— Origen in his ſeventh Homily upon Ezekiel expounding 
; certain myſtical woxds of the Prophet ; faith, . 0lum eſt 

aus vir ſautius Ungitur, oleum Chriiti, olum Sauits Do-- 

Gring. Cune ergo aliquis accepit hoc oleww quo Ungitur 

. Sanitw, id eff, Scriginram ſan@Fam inſiitucuten. quomado 

oponteat baptizari, in nomine Patris, & fil}, & Spiritus 

fanlti, Sh patce. connnniguns unxexit quempiau..  qua- 

danumods dixerit:j ann nqu 6 Catechumenug,conſecutys es la- 

Dacre ſecundde gonerdtienis 5 telis homo accipit oleum Dei, 
8c. The Unition, of Chriſt, of holy Do@rine: is the Oyl by 
which the Holy Man is ayointed > having been. iniirulled in 
the Scriptures, end taught how to he baptized; theu changing 
a few thinge he [ayer te himgrem 304 areno longer 4 Catechu- 


men, 


As D. 200. 


canſeenti fuerant,  - 
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ceives the Unfton of God viz. He then is to be cotifiy 
$. Dionys cominonly called the Arevp 
lent book of Ecdeſiaſtica atchy 
of the Hvly rite of Confirmat 
ſcrib'd at large the office and manner of ba 
Carechumens, the trme immerſion, the veſting 


Biſhop,and be conſignes bin ( who had been fo b: 


04 0471 1p With the moſt Divinely operatin 
- and then ub 
wards he layes. 


the moſt holy 


called Chriſm, from the ſpiritual UnQion then 
and confign'd alſo and 
nointing externally,whic 
Church \ he Calls 1t rr {42g v5: Beyerenar TAAaony the holy con- 
furynmation of our baptifinal regeneration; meaning that 
without this, there 1s ſomething wanting to the bapti- 
zed perſons. . h = 

And this __—_ fully in that famous cenſure of Ns- 
vary by Cornelims Biſhop of Rowe ed by * Fuſe- 


biys. Novatws had been baptized in his bed bo 
'a not 


ſick and like to dye : but whin be recover d be 

recezve thoſe other things which by the rale of the Church 

he ought to have receiv'd : neque Domini figillo ' ab Epi- 

' ſcope ary. ogy of he was not confign'd with the Lords 
fipnature by the bands of the Biſhop; he was not -con- 


| - n0n impetrato, quomodo ſpiritum ſantfin 
Rennie of 7 Which havin ave odeala'@-how 
can he be ſuppos'd to have receiy' 


the Holy Spirit ? 
e 


G 2 The 


enn Bp 
or Bloom Having de- Hi 


ivy os 
white Garments 3 adds ; Then they byiny thim agtih to the 
apr J 
Union, 
him the moſt Holy Euchariſt. And ufter- 
But even to him,” who is" cbrſecrated in 
myſtery of regeneration, # ups rerhtl blog, 
the perfettive Union of Chriſm gives to him the advent 
of the Holy Spirit. And this rite of Confirmation, then 
t effected 
_—_— by the Ceremony of 'a- 
was then the ceremony of the 


De Ecclef. 
Ter. £. 2» 


Et cap. 4- 


A. D. 260- 


F Lib. 6. Hiſt. 
Eccleſs c. 43. 


5% 


3 | Lib. 6. caÞ- 3 
A: D. 320- 


A. D. 370- 


Ad bort. ad S. 
Lavacrime 


Nicephorws,but wholly to the ſame purpoſe. 

Melchiades in his Epiſtle to the Biſhops of Spair ar- 
gues excellently about the neceſſity and uſefulneſs of 
the Holy Rite of Confirmation. [ What does the myſte- 
ry of Confirmation profit me after the myſtery of Baptiſm ? 
Certainly we did not receive all in our Baptiſm, if after 
that lavatory we want ſomething of another kind. Let 
gour charity attend. As the Military order requires, that 
when the General enters a Souldier inte his liſt, he does 
not only mark him, but furniſhes hin with armes for the 
Battle. So in him that is baptiz d, this bleſſing is his Am- 
munition. Ton have given( Chriſt ) a Souldier, give him 
alſo Weapons. And what will it profit him if a Father 
gives a great Eſtate to his Son, if he does not take care to 
provide a Tutor for him. Therefore the Holy Spirit is the 
Guardian of our regeneratian in Chriſt, he is the Comforter, 
#nd be is the Defender. | | 

I have already alleaged the plain Teſtimonies of Optatus 
and S.Cyril in the firſt Section. I adde to them the words 
of S. Gregory Nazianzen ſpeaking of Confirmation or the 
Chriſtian ſignature 3 Hoc &- viventi tibi maximmnm eſt tu- 
tamentum. Ovis enim que ſigillo inſegnita eft non facile 
patet inſidiis 5 que verd ſignata non eft, facile 3 furibue 
capitir. This ſignature is your greateſt guard while 
you live. For a ſheep, when it is mark'd with the Ma- 
ſters ſign, is not ſo ſoon ſtollen by Thieves 3 but eafily 
if ſhe C not. The ſame manner of- ſpeaking is alſo us'd 
by S. Bail who was himſelf together with Exbulas con- | 
firm'd by Biſhop Maximinus. Qnomodo curam geret 
tanquam ad ſe pertinentis Angelus © Dnomodo eripiat ex 
boſlibas ſs non agnoverit ſignaculum ? How ſhall the Angel 
know what ſheep belong unto his charge ? How _ _ 

| natc 


The fame alſo is ſomething more 2 related by 
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ON. 
I ſhall not need to tranſcribe hither thoſe clear teſti- 


monies which are cited from the Epiſtles of S. Cleavent, 
Urban the firſt, Fabiarms and Cornelius; the ſumme of 


them is in thoſe plaineſt words of Urban the Firſt. Gw- 
_—_— per mani impoſitionem Epiſcoporum Spiritune 
Sanitum- poſt baptiſmum accipere debent. All faithfull 
People ought to receive the Holy ſpirit by impoſition 
of the Biſhops handsafter Baptiſm. Much more to the ſame 
purpoſe is to be read, colleQed by Gratian de 'conſecret. 
dift 4. Presbyt. &- de conſecrat diſs. 5. Ownes fideles &» ibid. 


Spiritns SanGus. 


S. Hierom brings in a Luciferian asking : why he that n;,1 ,tv.ta- 
is baptiz'd in the Church does not receive the Holy cifer. 


Ghoſt, but by impoſition of the Biſhops hands? The 
- anſwer is, hanc obſervationem ex Scripture anthoritate ad 
Sacerdotii honorem deſcendere. This obſervation for the 
honour of the Prieithood did deſcend from the anthority 
of the Scriptures 5 adding withal, it was for the prevention 
of Schiſmes, and that the ſafety of the Church did'depend 
»pon it, Exigis ubi ſcriptumeſt f If you a5k where it is 
written > it is anſwered, in Afibus Apoſtolorum. 7t 
written in the A&#s of the Apoſtles. But if there were no 
anthority of Scripture for it, totius orbis in hanc partem 
conſenſus inſtar przcepti obtineret 3 the conſent of "as 
who 
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whole Chriftian World in this artiole oneht to prevail ' as 
wr But here is a woes eng Scri- 
pture and Univerſal Tradition: or rather Scripture ex- 
pounded by an Univerſal eraditive imerpretation. 'The 
ſame obſervation is made from Scriprure by S.Chryſoftom: 
The words are very like thoſe now recited from S. Hie« 
rom's Dialogue, and therefore need not be repeated. 

S. Ambroſe calls Confirmation, Spiritale fignaculum: , 
quod poſt fontem ſupereſt, ut perfeFios fiat. A ſpiritual 
ſeal remaining after Baptiſm , that perfeftion be had. 
Ocecumenius calls it # *bnw, perfeCtion, Lavacre peccata pur: 
gantur, Chriſmate Spiritus [anus ſuperfanditur, > Otraq; 
verd iſta manu &5- ore Antiſtitis impetramns, laid Pacianns 
Bithop of Barcinons. In Baptiſm our fins are cleans'd ; 
in Confirmation the holy Spirit is pour'd upon us 3 and 
both theſe we obtain by the hands and mouth of the. 
Biſbop ] : and again; veſfre plebi nnde ſpiritns3 quan 
204 confrenat net xs Sacerdos? The ſame with that of Cor- 
nelins ia the caſe of -Novetws before cited. | 

T ſhall add no more leaſt, I overſet the article, and 


| make ic ſuſpicious by too laborious a defence : only after 


theſe numerous teſtimonies of the Fathers, 1 think 1t ma 
be uſeful to repreſent that this Holy rite of Confirmatt- 
on hath been decreed by marry Councils. 
The Council of Ekberjs, celebrated in the time of P. 
Syleefler the firlt, decreed, that whoſoever is baptir'd 
in his ſicknels, if he recover, ad Epiſcopmm enmperdnucat, 

ut per wan impoſitionen perfici poſſet 5 tet him be brought 
to the Biſhop, that he may be perfetted by the impoſiti- . 
oh of hands. To the ſame purpoſe is the 77th. Can. #- 
piſcopmr- cos per bemditionem perficere debebit. The Bi- 
ſhop muſt perfe&t thoſe, whom the Miniſter baptiz'd , 

by his benedidion. | by 
ie 
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The Council of Leedices decreed in a3 3) wittre wt ® Can 38, 
$dn,0 je xoudu; xeon) dnvante, 3 porbxer Th oils Bamber a& xefre. AN 
that axe. baptized, muſt be anointed with the cceleftial 
LoBen ant io | 8 gay of the Kingdomof Chriſt, 
All that areſo, that.is, are confirm'd 5 for this cceleftial 
UnCtion, is done by holy prayers, and the invocation of 
the Holy Spirit, fo Zex«rzs upon this Canon: all ſuch 
' who have this Unftion ſball reign with Chriſt, unteſs by 
their wickedneſs they preclude their own poſfefſions. 
This Canon was put into the Code of the -Catholick 
Church; and makes the 152. Canon. | 

The Council of 0rleans affirms exprefſly 3 that he who Hoon pod 
is baptiz'd cannot be a Chriſtian ( meaning according 7,ſecrar,dif. - 
to the uſual ſtile of the Church 3. a full, and verfelt 5. cap- jefun. 
Chriſtian ) #iſ# confirmatione Epiſcopali fuerit Chriſmatus; 
unleſs he have the UnCtion of Epiſcopal confirmation. 

But when the Church had long diſputed concernin 
the re-baptizing of Hereticks an — Canons for _ 
againſt "it, according as the Hereſfies were, and all agreed 
that if the firſt baptiſm had been once good, it could 
never be repeated ; yet they thought it fit that ſuch per- 
ſons ſhould be confirm'd by - the Biſhop, all ſuppoſing 
Confirmation to be the perfteftion and conſummation of = - 
the leſs perfeCt baptiſm. Thus the firſt Council of Arles ,,,, », - 
decreed concerning the Arrians, that if they had -been 
baptized in the Name of the Father, Son and Holy 
Ghoſt, they ſhould not be re-baptized. Adm tantiure ci. 
impanatny uh accipianut Spiritum Saudinm ; That is, tet 
them be confirm'd ;, let there be impoſition of hands that 
they may receive the tloly Ghoſt. Fhe fame ts decreed 
| by the ſecond Council of Arles in the caſe of the Bonaſtaci. £477 
But I alſo. find it ina greater. recordzin the General Coun © ** 
cil of Conflawtinent ; whese Hereticks are ns" 

od 


ns +. 
Y 8 k 


"oF; 


'9 


ed upon their converſion to be received, ſecundum con- 
ſtitutum Officiums , - there was an Office appointed for it 53 ' 
and it is in the Greeks Enchologion, ſgillatos, primd ſtil. 
UnGos Unguento Chriſmatis, ec. e&+ ſegnantes eos dici- 
mus, Sigillum dons ſpiritus ſaudi , It 18 the formof 
Confirmation uſed to this day in the Greek Church. 

So many Fathersteſtifying the praQiſe of the Church, 
and teaching this Dofrine, and ſo many more Fathers 
as were aſſembled in fix Councils, -all =_ witneſs to 
this holy Rite, and that in purſuance alſo of Scripture, 
are too great a Cloud of Witneſles to be deſpiſed by a- 

- ny Man that calls himſelf a Chriſtian. 


— _ —— 


—— 


Secrt. IV. 


The Binsops were alwayes, and the 
onely Miniſters: of Confirmation. 


Cine Chryſoſtome asking the reaſon why the Samari- 
 tans,who were Baptized by Philip, could not from 
him and by his miniſtry receive the Holy Ghoft ? an- 
ſwers, Perhaps this was done for the honour of the Apo- 
fiks, to diſtinguiſh the ſupereminent dignity which 
they. bore in the Church, from all inferiour Miniſtrati- 
ons 3 but this anſwer not ſatisfying, he adds , hoc do- 
mne n0n habebat.,crat enim ex ſeptem illis, id quod magis 
videtur dicendum. Unde med ſententid hic Phil ppus #- 
mes ex ſeptemerat ſecundus-2 Stephano, Ideo &+ Bapti- 
Saws, ſpiritum ſanitum non dgbat-, neq; enim faculta- 

Fews 
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tem babebat, boc enim donum ſolorum 4 offolorum erat. 


This gift they had not who Baptized the Samaritens., 
- which thing is rather to be ſaid than the other 5 for 
Philip was one of the ſeven, and in my opinion next to 
St. Stephen ; therefore though he baptized, yet he gave 
not the Holy Ghoſt ; for he had no power fo to do, for 
this gift was proper onely to the Apoſtles, Nam virtu- 
tem quidem acceperant ( Diaconi ) faciendi ſigna, now 
auter dandi aliis ſpiritum ſanFum, igitar hoc erat in A- 
poſtolis ſmgulare , unde & precipnos, & non alios vide- 
mus hos facere, The Miniſters that Baptized had a pour” 
er of doing Signs and working Miracles, but not of gi- 
ving the holy ſpirit-3 therefore this gift was peculiar to 
the Apoſtles, whence it comes to paſs that we ſee the 
cheifs * in the Church, and no other to do this. 

St. Dionys ſayes, xnis 1 'Apuyive tar, There is need 
of a Biſhop to confirm the baptized , uri 3» & 5 xa 
owitea - for this was the ancient cuſtome of the 
Church, and this was wont to be done- by the Biſhops 
for conſervation of Unity in the Church of Chriſt, ſaid 
St. Ambroſe: A ſolis Epiſcopis, By Biſhops onely, ſaid St. 
Auſtin ; For the Biſhops ſucceeded in the place and ordina- 
ry Office of the Apoſtles, ſaid St. Hierom : And there- 
fore in his Dialogue againſt the Luciferians it 1s ſaid 
{That this obſervation for the honour of the Prieſthood 
did deſcend, that the Eiſhops onely might by Impoſiti- 
on of Hands confer the Holy Ghoſt 3 that it comes from 
Scripture, that its written in the As of the Apoſtles, 
that it is done for the prevention of Schiſmes , that the 
' ſafety of the Church depends upon it. ] 

But the words of P.1#necentix |.in his firſt Epiſtle and 
third Chapter, and publiſhed in the firſt Tome of the 
Councils,are very full to this particular, De conſignandis 
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infantibus, manifeſtum eſt nen ab alio quam ab Epiſcops 

feri licere, Naw Preſbyteri,lictt ſint ſacerdotes, pontifica- 

ins tamen apicem non habent, hec antem pontificibes ſolis 

deberi,ut vel conſignent, vel paracletum ſpiritum tradant, 

non ſolum conſuetudo Zcclepaftic demonſtrat, verum &- 

illaletio Aung Apoſtolorum , que aſſerit Petrum &» Jo- 

hannem eſſe direGos, qui jam Baptizatis traderent ſpiri- 

tur ſanFum :;, © Concerning Confirmation of Intants,it 

© is manifeſt, it is not Lawful tobe done by any other 

than by the Biſhop 3 for although the Presbyters be 

* Prieſts, yet they have not the Summity of Epiſcopa- 

cy: But that theſe things are onely due to Biſhops, 

© is not onely demonſtrated by the cuſtom of the 

** Church , but by that of the Ads of the Apoſtles, 

© where Peter and Johx were ſent to miniſter the Holy 

* Contr. Par- © Ghoſt to them that were Baptized. * Optatzs proves 
mens lib.7. Macharins to be no Biſhop, becauſe he was not conver- 
{ant in the Epiſcopal Office, and impoſed hands on none 

that were Baptized. Hoc unum 4 majoribns fit, ideſt, a 

| ſummis —_ quod a minoribus perfici non poteſt, 
Epiſt.adEpiſc. (aid P. Melchiades : This ( of Confirmation ) is onely 
Miſpan. done by the greater Miniſters 3 that is, by the Biſhops, 
: and cannot be done by the leſſer. This was the: con- 
ſtant praiſe and Doctrine of the Primitive Church, 

Uoluit Deus dong ills admir ads And derived from the practice and tra- 
non mg of Baptizatis , ow dition of the Apoſtles, and recorded 
ages 1 oy ah Wer gs "am In their Aﬀts, written by St. Lake. For 
Wonimen ' us ipſum fimul ad this is our great Rule in this caſe, what 
tinehar, Ge arem Þ-7" they did in Ritua's, and conſigned to 
5conong ergo. fuiſſe peculiare Apce Po erity 1s our example and our war- 

. "gy By wy, fare Spirinun ſon" rarity : we ſeeit done thus,and by theſe 
Apoſtolorum. men , and by no others - and no other- 
wiſe, and we have no other authority, and we have noreaſon to 
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goe another way. © The: $44 5254 11 '$t, Lake, the 
Repooale, In St. Chryſoſtome, the n59i9©0- in Philo, and 
the «ww"®-, the chief Governour in Ecchſtaſticals, his 
Office is + «i yopue & mic Bignite - dratidioxer tO teach ſuch 
things as are not ſet down in Books 3 their practiſe. is a 
Sermon, their example intheſe things muſt be our rule, 
or elſe we muft walk irregularly, and have no rule, but 
chance and humour , Empire and Uſurpation, and 
therefore' much rather , when it is recorded in Holy 
writ, muſt this Obſervation be eſteemed ſacred and in- 
violable. 

But how if a Biſhop be not to be had, or not ready ? 
St. Ambroſe * is pretended to have anſwered, Apud E- 
gyptum Presbyteri conſignant, ſi preſens non ſit Epiſcopns - 
A Presbyter may conlign,if the Bilhap be not preſent 3 
and Amalarins affirms, Sylveſtrum Papam previdentens 
quantum periculoſum iter arriperet, qui fine confirmatione 
maneret, quantum potnit ſubveniſſe, &+ propter abſentians 
Epiſcoporum, neceſſitate addidiſſe, ut a Presbytero Unge- 
rentur , That Pope Sylveſter fore-ſeeing how danger- 
ous a Journey he takes, who abides without Confirmati- | 
on, brought remedy as far as he could , and command- 
ed that inthe abſence of Biſhops they ſhould be anoint- 
ed by the Prieſt and therefore it 1s by ſome ſuppo- 
ſed,that faFum valet, fieri non debuit. The thing ought 
not to be done but in the proper and appointed way 3 
but when it is done, it is valid, juſt as in the cafe of 
Baptiſm by a Lay-man or Woman : Nay, though 
ſome Canons ſay it is a#io irrita, the act is null, yet for 
this there is a ſalvo pretended ; for ſometimes an aQt- 
on is ſaid to be jrrita in Law, which yet nevertheleſs is 
of ſecret and permanent value , and ought not'to be 
done again, "Thus if a Og promoted by.Simony, 
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11-304: it is ſaid, ſacerdos non eſt, ſed inaniter tantiim dicituy ; 
val 1G heis = Ur called a Kr for he is noPrieſt. So 
_ 2-4 E- Sixtas Il. ſaid, That if a Biſhop Ordain in anothers 
re  Diocels, the Ordination is void ; and in the Lay it is 
x Oe. 2.0%." ſaid, that if a Biſhop be conſecrated without his Cler- 
ment. de ele. gy and the Congregation , the Conſecration is null ; 
cap- in pleriſs; and yet theſe later and fiercer conſtitutions do not de- 
termine concerning the natural event of things, but of 
the legal and Canonical approbation. 

To theſe things I anſwer , That St. Ambroſe his ſay- 
ing that in Feypt the Presbyters conſige in the Biſhops 
abſence, does not prove that they ever did coxfirm or 

@v.v. & N. impoſe hands on the Baptized for the miniſtry of the 
T. 24.101. holy ſpirit, becauſe that very paſſage being related by 
St. Auſtin, the more general word of coxſige is rendred 
by the plainer and more particular, coxſecrant, they 
' conſecrate, meaning the bleſſed Euchariſt > which was 
not permitted primitively to a ſimple Prieſt to doe in 
the Biſhops abſence without. leave, onely in Egypt it 
ſeems they had a general leave, and the Piſhops abſence 
was an interpretative conſent: But beſides this, cox- 
ſognant is beſt interpreted by the prattiſe of the Church, 
of which I ſhall preſently give an account , they might 
in the abſence of the Biſhop conſign with Oyl upon the 
top of the head, but not in the fore-head , much leſs 
impoſe hands, or confirm, or miniſter the holy Spirit, 
for the caſe was this. | 
It was very early in the Church, that to repreſent the 
grace which was miniſtred in Confirmation, the Union 
from above, they us'd Oyl and Balſom 3 and ſo conſtant- 
ly us'd this in their Confirmations, that from the cere- 
a Lib. 2.contr. MONy 1t had the appellation 5 Sacramentuw Chriſmatis ; 
m_ _ S. Auſtin * calls it 5 « pigy maiwns 10 Dionyfins, Now be- 
og cauſe 
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cauſe at the Baptiſm of the adylt Chriſtians, and ( by imi- 


tation of that ) of Tyfants, Confirmation. and: Baptiſin 
_ were uſually miniſtred at the fame: time; the Un&ion 
was not only us'd to perſons newly baptiz'd ; but ano- 
ther UnCtion was added as a ceremony 1n Baptiſm it (elf; 
and was us'd immediately before Baptiſm 3 and the oyle 
was put on the top of the head, and three times was 
the party ſign'd; ſoit was then, as we find in the Ec- 
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cleſiaſtical Hierarchy. But beſides this Unction with oyl 


in baptiſmal preparations; and pouring oyl into the 
baptiſmal water 3 we find another Union after the ba- 
ptiſm was finiſhed. For they bring the baptized perſon 
again to the Biſhop, ſaith S. Dionys 3 who ſigning, the 
man with hallowed Chriſme, gives him the Holy Eucha- 
riſt, This they called xe naw the perfeRive or con- 
ſummating Unction 3 this was that which was us'd when 
the Biſhop confirmed the Wy arr perſon : For to him 
who is initiated by the moſt 


Pachimeres the Paraphraſt of Dionylius-) the For eFive 
UnGion of Chriſme, gives the gift of the Holy Ghoſt. This 
is that which the Laodiceear Council calls zea up i 6dr" 0 us 
to be anointed after baptiſm. Both theſe Unctions were 
intimated by Theophilus Amtiochenns,vic A <rigon®- howto! ne 
3+ 8dr, 3 29x91, & xelem indir , Every man that 1s borne into 
the World, and every man that is a Champion is anoint- 
ed with oyl. That to baptiſm, this alluding to Con- 
firmation. | | 

Now this, Chriſzve was frequently miniſtred immedi- 


Ecclef. hier. 
Cap 2» 


oly initiation of the Divine 
generation ( that is, to him who hath been baptizd, ſaith: 


Can. 45. 


ately after Baptiſm z in the Cities where the Biſhop . 


wes preſent. Burt in Villages and little Towns where the 
Biſhop was not preſent, it could not be. But. Biſhops 


were forc'd at their opportunities to go abroad 'and 
perfect 


> OM hy - INE Yee bo ae M4» tobe WW 2 OO BON PST 8p I 0-02 " " 
- EOS RE « SEN , CLAY ” & 2d, of oy 7 IEA MOB ig OE 0 WY OO E "Az 2% 4 : "I, "Lp =0+- % £ 
: bo I PO Aa R_ OS ESR ae» FOB ES at ER 4 DEEARE * NN RN Ng] ISS af © $.- E WERT = Ms EE ot res COMO s FE EET TEES £45 : 
AK as RS Kan ant ON CERES 22 X { a2 te > gr, is > EN  oatel gt FT I#q £36 s TY ROS IS, 4-57 es REESE ITC I Hb” EA $3 - 
<. 46 55588 RO WES => : { = A ne, 44 ATI 3 Tr TR Rn IE Ds; 7 Mgt; RS ore BF 4 f PEE LI 
FOTO... ag? « : VIS Vs EOS «at's x yn TEE Cy , SAC BY 4 go? os Ih FF %. s, SY ores [2s 
4 bo ; V. oe F *% 1-2 - SET EIT $7 EM 
BR I FN l . # | PEY - . o 4 &” 
WW p . ” , 
or Ls #] as 
EF. C M e mm 
Fa 4 } | , . 
G 
- * : 
* = * 4 _ . 
- 


perfe& what was wanting, as it was in the example 0 
Peter_and John. to the. Samaritans.. Nom quidew abmuo 
banc eſſe Eccleſſarum conſuetudinem, ut ad cos qui longe in 
winoribus Urbibws per Presbyteros & Diaconos baptizati 
ſunt, Epiſcopmr” ad invocationem San#i Spiritws manune 
C.Hieron.adv. impoſiturus excurrat. It is the cuitom of the Church that 
Lucifer. ante phen perſons are in leſſer Cities baptiz'd by Prieſts and 
Deacons, the Biſhops uſes to travel far, that he-may lay 
hands on them, for the invocation of the Holy Spirit. But © 
becauſe this could not alwayes be done, and becauſe 
many baptized\perſens dyed before ſuch an opportunity 
could be had 3 the Church tuok up a cuſtome, that the 
Eiſhop ſhould .conſecrate hriſme, and ſend it to the 
Villages and little Cities diſtant from the Metropolis, 
and that the Prieſts ſhould anojint the baptized with it. | 
But ſtill they kept this . part of it ſacred and peculiar to 
the Biſhop. 1. That no Chrifme ſhould be us'd but what 
the Biſhop conſecrated. 2. That the Prieſts ſhould a- 
noint the head of the baptized 3 but at no hand, the 
forehead, for that was ſtil reſerved for the Biſhop to 
do when he confirmed then. And this is evident in 
the Epiſtle of P. 1nocent the firitz. above quuted. Nan 
Presbyteris, ſen extra Epiſcopum, ſeu preſente Epiſcops 
baptizant, Chriſmate baptizatos Ungere licet, ſed quod 
ab Epiſcopo faerit confecratum. Non tamen frontem ex 
codene oleo ſfignare, quod ſolis debetur Epiſcopis cum tradunt 
Spiritum Paracletum. Now this the Biſhops did, not on- 
ly to ſatisfie the deſire of the baptized, but by this ce- 
remony. to excite the -votum confirmationis, that they, 
who could not actually be confirmed, might at leaſt 
have it i# voto in deſire, and in Eccleſiaſtical repreſenta- 
tion. This ( as ſome think) was firſt introduc'd by 
Pope Sylveſter : and this is the conſignation, _ _ 
rieſts 
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Prieſts of Egyp# us'd in the abſence' of the Biſhop 3 and 
this became afterward , the practice in other Churches. 
But this was no part of the Holy Rite of Confirmati- 
on 3 but a ceremony annexed to it ordinarily 's'from 
thence tranſmitted to baptiſm, firſt by imitation, after- 
wards by way of ſupply and in defect of the opportu- 
nities of Confirmation Epiſcopal. ' And therefore we 
find in the firſt Arauſicaz Council in the time of Leo the 
firſt and Theodoſixs junior, it was decreed, That in ba- 
ptiſme every one ſhould receive Chriſm : de eo antem qui in 
baptiſmate, quicunque neceſſitate faciente Chriſmatus non 
ſwerit, in .confirmatione ſacerdos commonebitur. If the 
baptized by any intervening accident or neceſſity was 
not anointed, the Biſhop ſhould be advertiz'd of it in 
Confirmation, meaning that then it muſt be done. For 
the Chriſme was but a ceremony annexed 3 no part of 
either rite eſſential to it3 but yet they thought it ne- 
ceſſary; by reaſon of ſome opinions then - prevailing in 
the Church. But here the rites themſelves are clearly 
diſtinguiſh'd ; and this of Confirmation was never per» 
mkted to mere Presbyters. 1nnocentins TIT, a great Ca- 
noniſt and of great authority , gives a full evidence- in 
this particular. Per frontis Chriſmationem manus inpo+ 
ſttio deſignatur, quia per eam Spiritus Sanus per augmens: 
tun datur & robur. Unde cum ceteras. unitiones. ſims 
plex. ſacerdos vel Presbyter valeat exhibere, hanc non niſs ' 
a urmus Sacerdos vel Presbyter valeat exhibere, id ts E- 
piſcopns eonferre. © By anointing of the forehead, the 
<* zmpoſition of hands is defign'd, becauſe by. that» the 
* Holy Ghoſt is given for increaſe and ſtrength xthere- 
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*fore-when a ſingle Prieſt may give the other Wudtions, . 


< yet this cannot be done but by the chief Prieſ,- that. 
* 1s, the Biſhop : And therefore to the Et 
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ſhall be done if a Biſhop may not be had? The ſame 1»- 
wocentins anſwers [| It is ſafer and without danger 
** wholly to omit it, than to have it raſhly and without 
* authoriry miniſtred by any other, cum umbre queden: 
© oſtendatur in opere, veritas autene non ſubeat in effen 3 
for it is a meer ſhadow without truth,or real effe&,when 
any one elſe does it but the perſon whom God hath ap- 
pointed to this miniſtration; and no approved man of 
the Church did ever ſay the contrary, till Richard Pri- 
mate of Ardmagh commenced a new Opinion, from 
whence -( Thomas of Walden ſayes that) Wiclsf bor- 
rowed his DoCrine to trouble the Church in this par- 
ticular. 

What the Doctrine of the ancient Church was in the 
pureſt times, I have already (T hope) ſufficiently de- 
clared ; what it was afterwards, when the Ceremony 
of Chriſme was as much remarked. as the Rite to which 
It ininiſtred, we finde fully declared by Rabarns Man- 
7#1. Signatur Baptizatus cums Chriſmate per ſacerdotem in 
capitis ſummitate, per Pontificem vero in fronte, ut priori 
Undione ſignificetur, ſpiritws ſanti ſnper ipſum deſcenſio 
4d habitationem Deo conſecrandam, in ſecundi quoq, ut 
jus ſpiritus ſandti ſeptifermis gratia, cum onni pleni- 
tudine ſanfitatis & ſcientie & virtutis, venire in homi- 
wem declaretur : Tunc enim ipſe ſpiritms ſans poft 
muniata gs benediffa corpora atqy animas libere 2 paire 
deſcendit, utuni cum ſud vifitatione ſan@ificaret & illu- 
ſtraret, &- nunc in hominem ad hoc venit, ut ſignaculum 
fideigquod in fronte ſuſcepit, faciat cum donis ___ 
repletum, &- ſud gratid. confortatum intrepide , ©» au- 
datter coram Regibus &- Poteſtatibus bujus ſeculi portare, 
ac women Chriit: libers voce predicare. In Baptiſm the 


baptized was anointed on the top of the head, in Con- 
| firmation 
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Diſcourſe of Confirmation; ; 
firmation on the fore-head ; by that was fignified that 
the Holy Ghoſt was preparing a habitation for himſelf; 
by this was.declared the deſcent of the Holy Spirit, with 


his ſeven-fold gifts, with all fulneſs of knowledge and 
{piritual underſtanding. - Theſe things were fignitied by 
the appendant Ceremony, but the Rites were ever di 
, ſtinguiſhed, and did not onely fignifie and declare, but 
_ effect theſe Graces by the miniſtry of - Prayer and Im- . 
poſition of Hands. "i 
The ceremony the Church inſtituted and us'd as ſhe Y 
pleas'd, and gave in what circumſtances. they would 
chooſe 3 and new propoſitions entred, and cuſtomes 
chang'd, and deputations were made; and the Biſhops; 
in whomby Chriſt was plac'd the fulneſs of Ecclefialti- . 
cal power, concredited to the Prieſts and Deacons ſo 
much as their occaſions and neceflities permitted 3 and 
becauſe in thoſe ages and places where the external cere- 
mony was regarded ( it may be) more than the inward 
myſtery, or the Rite of Divine appointment, they were 
apt to þelieve that the Chriſm,or exteriour Undion dele- 
gated to the Prieſts Miniſtery after the: Epiſcopal con- 
ſecration of it, might. ſupply the want .of Epiſcopal 
confirmation 5 it came to paſs that new opinions were 
entertain'd ;and the Regulars,the Fryers and the Jeſuits, 
| who were aiwayes too little. friends to the Epiſcopal 
power, frow which they would fain have been-wholly exem- 
pted,publickly taught(in Englexd eſpecially )that chriſme _ 
miniſtred by them with leave from the Pope did doe 
all that which ordinarily was to be done in Epiſcopal 
confirmation. For as pray pry are i. his time, | 
anibas fuit propeſitum alitey docenai, eos neceſſitas coegit 
aliter diſþ _ CG Do@rine. They who had 
.Purpoſes of teaching new Dodrines, were conſtrain'd 
| | ES otherwiſe .. 
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otherwiſe to diſpoſe of the Inſtruments and Rituals 
appertaining to their Do&rines. Theſe men to ſerve 
ends, deſtroyed. the article, and. overthrew the Anci- 
ent Diſcipline and Unity of the Primitive Church, But 
they were juſtly cenſur'd by the Theological faculty at 
Paris; and the cenſure well defended by Hallier, one of 
the DoGors of the Sorbox; whether I refer the Reader 
that is curious 1n little things. 


But for the main - It was ever call'd Coxfirmatio Epi- 


ſcopalis, & impoſitio manunm Epiſcoporum , which our - 


Engliſ) word well expreſſes, and perfetly retains the 
uſe 3 we know it by the common name of Bifſhepping of 
Children. I fhall no farther inſiſt upon it, onely [ ſhall 
obſerve thar there is a vain diftinftion brought into the 
Schools and Gloſles of the Canon Law , of a Miniſter 
ordinary, and extraordinary ; all — that the Bi- 
ſhop is appointed the ordinary Miniſter of Confirmati- 
on; but they would fain innovate and pretend that in 
ſome caſes others may be Miniſters extraordinary. This 
deviceis of infinite danger to the deſtrufion of the 
whole Sacred order of the Miniſtry , and difparks the 
incloſures, and layes all in common,and makes men fſu- 
pream controulers of the Orders of God, and relies 
upona falſe principle 3 for intrue Divinity. and by the 
Oecconomy of the ſpirit of God, there can be no Mini- 
ſter of any Divine Ordinance, but he thatis of Divine 
appointment, there can be none but the ordinary Mini- 
fter. I do not fay that Godis tied to this way, he can- 
not be tied, but by himſelf3 and therefore Chriſt gave 
a ſpecial Commiſſion to Aanias to baptize and to con- 
firm St. Pal, and he gave the Spirito Cornelis even 
before he was baptized, and he'orgained St, Paul to be 
an Apoſtle without the miniſtry of man + But -z 
| ay 
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ſay, That though God can make Miniſters extraordina- 
ry, yet Man cannot, and they that goe about to do ſo, 
uſurp the power of Chriſt, and ſnatch from his -/hand 
what he neyer intended to part with. The Apoſtles ad 
mitted others into apart of their care, and of their pow- 
er, but when they intended to imploy them in any mi- 
niſtry,they gave them ſo much of their Order as would: 
enable them,but a perſonof a lower erder could never be 
deputed Miniſter of a&ions appropriateto the higher, 
which is the caſe of Confirmation, by the praftiſe and 
tradition of the Apoſtles, and by the Univerſal practiſe 
and Doftrine of the Primitive Catholick Church , by 
which, Biſhops _ the ſucceſſors of the Apoſtles, 
were alone the Miniſters of Confirmation , and there- 
fore if any man elſe uſurp it, let them anſwer it 3 they 
do hurt indeed to themſelves, but no benefit toothers, 
to whom they miniſter ſhadows inſtead of ſubſtances. 


—_— —_— 
Era — 
— — 


SECT. V. 


T he whole procedure , or Ritual of Con- 
firmation, is by Prayer and Impoſiti- 
on of Hands. _— 

Ttd Heart and the Eye are lift up to God to 


bring Bleflings from him, and ſo is the Hand 
too 3 but this alſo falls up n the People, and 
2 


reſts there, to apply the d ng blefling to the 
[| pro- 


Hebr. 6. 2. 
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proper and # 2d omg ſuſcipient. God governed the 


People of 1ſrael by the hand of Moſes ana Aaron. Ee 


calide fecere filentia turbe Majeſtate marns , and both 
under Moſes and under Chriſt;when ever the Preſident 
of Religion did bleſs the People, he lifted up his hand . 
over the Congregation 3 and when he bleſſed - a ſingle * 
perſon he laid his hand upon him. This was the Rite 
uſed by Jacob and the Patriarchs, by Kings and Pro- 
phets, | by all the eminently Religious in the Synagogue, 
and by Chriſt himſelf when he bleſſed the Children 
which were brought to himz and by the Apoſtles when 
they bleſſed and confirmed the baptized Convertsz and 
whom elſe can the Church follow * The Apoſtles 
did fo to the Chriſtians of $awaria, to them of Epheſwe 5 
and St. Pax] deſcribes this whole myſtery by the Ritual + 
part of it', calling it #he foundation of impoſition of 
hands. It is the ſolemnity of bleſſing, and the folem- 


nity and application of Paternal prayer. » aria 


Xtiex, Tire of wacſn'yg3 ſaid Clement of Alexandria ; Upon 
whom ſhall he lay his hands? Whom ſhall he bleſs ? 
nid enim alind eft impoſitio manunum , niſs Oratio ſuper 
hominem ? ſaid St. Anuitine. The Biſhop's laying his 


| handson the People , what is it but the ſolemnity of 


Prayer for them? that is, a prayer made by thoſe ſa- 
cred perſons, who by Chriſt-are appointed to pray for 
them, and: to bleſs in his Name 3 and fo indeed are all 
the miniſteries of the Church, Baptiſm, Conſecration of 
the B. Euchariſt, Abſolution, Ordination, Viſitation 
of the Sick 3 they are all 7 genre orationjs 3 they are no- 
thing but ſolemn andappointed Prayer by an intruſted 
and a-gracious Perſon , ſpecificated by a proper order 


to the end of the bleſſing then deſigned 3. and there- 


fore when Saint Jawes commanded that the fick 


Perſons 


\ 


} 


3 "Sag, wo oe ho ” ab 
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* A Diſcourſe of Confirmation...  @& © 
Perſons ſhould ſend for the Elders 'of the Church:, he © Y 
adds, avd bet ther pray over them; that is, - lay 
their hands x the ſick, and pray for then; that is, 
| 27 oying over them : It is adnmbratio dextre, ( as Ter- 
trilien calls it ) the right hand of him that minifters 0- 
ver-fhadows the perſon for whom the ſolemn Prayer is 
ta be made. | Be | 
This is:the Office of the Rulers of the Church ; for 
they in the Divine Eutaxy are made your Superiours 3 
they are indeed your ſervants for Jeſus ſake but they 
are over you in the Lord, and therefore are from 
the Lord appointed to bleſs the. People 5 for with- 
ont contradiG;on , ſaith the Apoſtle, the leſs is bleſſed of Hebr-7.7- 
the greater, that is, God hath appointed the Superiours 
in Religion to be the great Miniſters of Prayer, he hath 
madethem the gratious ' Perſons, thew 'he will hear, 
thoſe he hath commanded to convey your needs to God, 
and Gods bleflings to you, and to ask a blefling, isto 
deſire them topray for you 3 them, I ſay,whow God moſt ;;,,z.r.xcct. 
reſpeFeth for their piety and zeal that way , or elſe re- Pol.lib. 5.5 
gardeth, for that their place and calling bindeth them a- ©* 
bove others to do this duty; ſuch as are Natural and Spi- 
ritual Fathers. ” 
It is eaſie for prophane perſons to deride the: 
things, as they do all Religion , which is not conveyed 
to them by ſenſe, or natural demonſtrations 3 but the 
Oecconomy of the ſpirit, andthe things of God are ſpi- 
ritually diſcerned ; the ſpirit bloweth where it liſteth, and 9 
#0 Man knows whence it comes, and whether it goes; and WY 
the Operations are diſcerned by Faith, and received by 
Love and by Obedience, Date mibi Chriſtianmm, O- in- 
telligit quod dico : None but true Chriſtians underſtand 
_ and feel theſe things 3 but of this we are ſure, that = 
| all 
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all the times of Hoſes Law , while the Synagogue was 
ſtanding, and inall the dayes of Chriſtianity, fo longs 
as en loved Religion , and walked inthe Spirit , - and * 
minded the affairs of their Souls, to have the prayers 
and the bleffing of the Fathers of the Synagogue ,, and 
the Fathers of the Church , was eſteemed no ſmall part 
of their Religion, and ſo they went to Heaven : - But 
that which I intend to ſay is this, That Prayer and Im- 
poſition of Hands was the whole procegure in the Chri- 
ſtian Rites z and becauſe this miniſtery was moſt ſignally 
performed by this ceremony, and was alſo by St. Pal 
called and noted by the name of the Ceremony, impoſiti- 
ou of hands; this name was retained in the Chriſtian 
Church, and this manner of miniſtring Confirmation was 
all that wasin the commandment or inſtitution. | 
But becauſe in Confirmation we receive the Unction 
from above, that is,. then we are moſt fignally wade 
Kings and Prieſts unto God, to offer up ſpiritual ſacrife- 
ces, andto enable us to ſeek the Kingdom of God and 
the Righteouſneſs of it, and that the giving the holy 
ſpirit is in Scripture called the UndGion from above, the 
Church of Gad in early Ages made uſe of this Allego- 
ry, and paſſed it into an External ceremony and repre- 


3 __ ſentation of the myſtery, to ſignifie the inward Grace. 


Poſt inſcripta oleo frontis ſignacula, perque 
+ ak Regale datum eſt,& Chriſma perenne. 


We are conſigned on the fore-head with Oyl, and a 
Royal Union, and an Eternal Chriſme is given to us 3. 

ſo Pradentins gives teſtimony of the miniſtry of Confir- 
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erngire ſaid S.Cyrib Preſerve this Union pure and ſpots 


leſs, for it teaches you all _ s, as you have heardthe 
bleſſed S. John ſpeaking and p doſophyi many things 


of this holy Chrifſm. Upon: this account the H. Fathers 


uſed to bleſs and confecrate Oyl and Balſome , that by 


an external ſignature they might ſignifie the inward + 


Unction effected in Confirmation. ug» 13” * ii 43, 52" 
as eyic irs Kody Kal inigxams and xls? xdpCue *») miVucl)- 
«yis muon TH: urs b16rn'O» needs yind pore This Chriſm 
is not ſimple or common when it is bleſſed , but 
the gift of Chriſt, and the preſence of his H. Spirit, 
as it were effeing the Divinity it ſelf; the body 1s in- 
deed anointed with vifible Oyntmenc , but is alſo ſan- 
Qified by the holy and quickning Spirit 3 ſo St. Cyril, I 


findein him, and in ſome late Synuds, other pretty ſig- Symons Bitu- 


nifications and allufions made by this Ceremony of jjep/7», 44 


» L.1.de- 


Chriſms, Nos autene pro igne viſebili, qui die Pentecoſtes cret.Eccl.Gal. 


ſuper Apoſtolos apparnit,oleum ſanium,materiam nempe ig- lit. 5. 


ws ex Apoſtolorum traditione ad mn adhibemas, 
This ufing of Oyl1 was inſtead of the Baptiſm with Fire, 


which Chriſt baptized his Apoſtles with in Pentecoſt 3, 


and Oyl being the moſt proper matter of Fire, is there- 
fore uſed in Confirmation. , 


That this was the ancient Ceremony is without 


doubt, and that the Church had power todo ſo hath 
- no queſtion,and I add, it was not unreaſonable; for if 
ever the Scripture expreſſes the .myſteriouſneſs of a. 
Grace conferred by an exteriour miniſtry, (as this 1s, 
by impoſition of hands | and repreſents it beſidesin the 
Expreſſion and Analogy of any ſenſible thing., that ex- 
prefſion drawninto a c:remony will not im ropenty 6g- 
nifie the Grace, ſince the Holy Ghoſt did chuſe that for 


his own expreſiton and repreſentment, In baptiſm we. 
are 


*—_— 


are ſaid to be buried with Chriſs. The Church does ac- 

cording to the Analogy of that expreſlion,when ſhe 
immerges the Catechumen in the Font; for then ſhe re- 
preſents the ſame thing which the Holy Ghoſt would 
have to be repreſented in that Sacrament , the Church 
did but the ſame thing when ſhe uſed Chriſfm in this mj- 
This I ſpeak in juſtification of_that ancient 
praiſe, but becauſe there was no command for it,z5,6- 
concerning Chriſine 
there is no written word, that is, of the Ceremony 
there 1s not, he ſaid it not of the whole Rite of Con- 
firmationz therefore though to this we are all bound, 
'yet as to the anointing the Church is at liberty, and 
hath with ſufficient authority omitted it in our mini- 


lex cb (aid St. Baſtl, 


= 


In the Liturgy of King Edward the VI. the Biſhops 
uſed the ſign of the Croſs upon the fore-heads of them 
I do not find it ſince for- 
bidden, or revokedby any expreſſion or intimation, ſa-. 
onely that it is omitted in our later Offices 3 and 
therefore it may ſeem to be-permittea to the diſcretion 
of the Biſhops , but yet not to be uſedzunleſs where it 
may be for Edification, and where it may be by the 
conſent of the Church, at leaſt by interpretation, con- 
cerning which, I have nothing elſe to- interpoſe, but 
that zeither this, nor any thing elſe , which is not of the 
2rature and inſtitution of the Rite, ought to be done by pri- 
vate Authority, wor ever at all but according to the Apc- 
whatſoever is decent, and 


that were to be confirmed. 


ſtles Rule 9 2g rworec % 27 qa 4 


whatſoever is according te Order, that is to be done, and 
#othing elſe; for prayer and impoſition of hands for the 
| Invocating and giving the holy ſp 


irit, is all that is in the 


| foundation and inſtitution. 
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Sree VE 
Many great Graces and Bleſſings are conſe- 


quent to the Worthy reception and due 
miniſtery of Confirmation. 


T is of it ſelf enough, when it is fully underſtood, 
what is ſaid in the 4&s of the Apoſiles at the firſt mi» 
niſtration of this Rite. They received the Holy Ghoſt, 
that is, according to the expreſſion of our Blefled Savi- 
our himſelf to the Apoſtles, when he commanded them 
in Jeruſe alem to expe the verification of his glorious 
promiſe : they were endued with virtue from on high; that 
is, with ſtrength to perform their duty,which although 
it is not to be underſtood excluſively to the other 
Rites and Miniſteries of the Church of Divine appoint- 
ment, yet it is properly and moſt fignally true, and as it 


were in ſome ſenſe, appropriate tq this. For as Aquings P art-3-9u-72. 
well diſcourſes 3 the grace of Chriſt is not tyed to the j;,, 6. ad 


Sacraments but even this Spiritual ſtrength and vertue 
from on bigh can be had without Confirmation : as with- 
out Baptiſm remiſſion of ſins may be had - and yet we 
believe one Baptiſm for the remiſhon of fins; and one 
Confirmation for the obtaining this vertue fromon high, 
this ſtrength of the ſpirit. But it is ſo appropriate to it 
by promiſe and peculiarity of miniſtration, that as with- 
out the deſire of baptiſm our fins are not pardon'd, ſo 
without, at leaſt, the _ of Confirmation, we cannot 
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receive this vertue from on high, which is appointed to 
deſcend in the miniſtery of the ſpirit. . It is true, . the 
miniſtery of the Holy Euchariſt is greatly effe@ive to 
this pupoſe 3 and therefore in the ages of Martyrs the 
Biſhops were careful to give the people the Holy Com- 
munion frequently, #t q#os tutos efſe contra adverſarinm 
volebant, munimento Dominice Saturitatis armarent; as 
S. Cyprian with his Collegues wrote to Cornelizs; that 
thote whom they would have to be ſafe againſt the con- 
tentions of their adverſaries, they ſhould arme them with 
the guards and defences of the Lords fulneſs. But it is 
to be remembred, that the Lords Supper is for the more 
perfect Chriſtians, and it is for the increaſe of the graces 
receiv'd formerly, and therefore it is for remiſſion of 
fins, and yet is no prejudice to the neceflity of baptiſm, 


- whoſe proper work is remifſion of fins 3 and therefore 


In opuſc. art- 
de Confir mat» 


neither does it make Confirmation unneceſlary, for it 
renews the work of both the precedent Rites; and re- 
pairs the breaches, and adds new Energy, and proceeds 
in the ſame diſpenſations 3 and is renewed often, where 
as the others are but once. 
Excellent therefore are the words of John Gerſon the 
Famous Chancellor of Paris,to this purpole. It may be 
ſaid that in one way of ſpeaking Confirmation ts neceſſary, 
and in another it is not. Confirmation is not neceſſary as 
Baptiſm and Repentance, for without theſe, Salvation can- 
wot be had. This neceſſity 3s abſolute but there 3s a con- 
ditional neceſſity. Thus if a Man would not become weak, 
it is meceſſary that he eat his meat well. And ſo Confir- 
mation is neceſſary, that the ſpiritual y as and the health 
gotten in Baptiſm may be preſerv'd in ſtrength againſi onr 
ſpiritual enemies. For this 3s given for ſtrength. Hence 
is that ſaying of Hugo de 8. Victore. -What does it pro- 


fit 


} tbat thou art raiſed up by Baptiſm, if thou art mot ables 
- ſtand by Confirmation ? ; + hogs is not of valve 
urto Salvation without confirmation; but becauſe be who 
is not confirmed will eaſily fall, and too readily periſh. The 
ſpirit of God comes which way he pleaſe, but we are ti- 
ed to uſe his own Oeconomy,and expe@ the bleſſings ap- 
pointed by his own miniſteries : And becauſe to pray- 
er is promiſed we ſhall receive whatever we ask,we may 
as well omit the receiving the holy Euchariſt, pretending 
that prayer alone will procure the bleflings expeted in 
the other, as well Iſay,. as omit confirmation , becauſe 
we hope to be ſtrengthned and receive virtue from on 
high by the uſe of the Supper of the Lord: Let us 
uſe a!ll-the miniſteries of Grace in their ſeafon-3 for we 
know not which all proſper , this or that , or whether 
they ſhall be both alike good; this onely we. know, that 
- the Miniſteries, which God appoints, are the proper ſea- 
ſons and opportunities of Grace. Z 

This power from on high, which is the proper bleſſing 
of Confirmation , was expreſſed, not onely in ſpeaking 
with Tongues and doing Miracles, for much of this th 
had before they received the Holy Ghoſt, but it was ef- 
fectedin ſpiritual and internal ftrengths 3 they were not 
onely enabled for the ſervice of the Church , but were 
indued with courage and wiſdom, and Chriſtian forti- 
tude, and boldneſs, to confeſs the Faith of Chriſt cru- 
cified, and unity of heart and minde, fingleneſs of 
heart, and joy in God, when it was for the edification 
of the Church, miracles were done in confirmations 3 
and St. Bernard in the life of St. Malachias tells, that 
St. Malchus, Biſhop of Liſmore in Ireland, confirmed a 
Lunatick child;andat the ſame time cured him: but ſuch 
things as theſe are extraregular - contingent. This which 
| 2 we 
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John 9. 38. 


 nolefs, but that a ſpring of life ſhould be put into the 


the water fide ( for ſoit was in David's time, and.in all 


bd WEN At 


we _ +4 is a regular miniſtery, and muſt have a re- 
effect. | 

St. Auſtin (aid, That the holy ſpirit in confirmation 
was given ad dilatanda Eccleſie primordia , for the pro- 
pogating Chriſtianity in the beginnings of the Church. 
St. Hierom (ayes, it was proptcr honorem ſacerdotii for 
the honour of the Prieſthood 3 St. Ambroſe layes, it was 
ad confirmationem Unitatis in Eccleſia Chriſti , for the 
confirmation -of Unity in the Church of Chriſt, and 
they all ſay true : But the firſt was by the miraculous 
conſignations,which did accompany this miniſtery, and 
the other two were by reaſon that the myſteries were 
rd epi ad ns exbre , they were appropriated 
to the miniſtery of the Biſhop, who is caput unitatis, 
the head, the laſt reſort , the Firmament of Unity in 
the Church. Theſe effefts were regnlar indeed, bur 
they were incidewt and accidental: There are effets 
yet more proper, and of greater excellency. 

Now if we will underſtand in general what excelJent 
fruits are conſequent to this Diſpenſation, we may beſt 
receive the notice of them from the Fountain it ſelf, our 
bleſſed Saviour. He that believes, ont of his Belly ( as 
the Scripture ſaith ) ſhall flow Rivers of Living waters. 
But this be ſpake of the ſpirit, which they that believe on 
him ſhould receive. This is evidently ſpoken of the 
ſpirit, which came down in Pentecoſt, which was promi- 
ſed to all that ſhould believe in Chriſt, and which the 
Apoſtles miniſtred by impoſition of hands, the Holy 
Ghoſt himſelf being the expoſitor 3 and it can fignifie 


heart ofthe confirmed, to water the Plants of God ; 
that they ſhould become Trees, not onely planted by 


the 
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the miniſtery of the Old TRY but having a River 


of living water within them to make them fruitful of 


you works, and bringing their fruit in due ſeaſon, 


ruits worthy of amendment of life. 


I. But the principal thing is this. Confirmation is the 
conſummation and perfefion , the corroboration and 
" ſtrength of baptiſm, and baptiſinal Grace 5 for in 
baptiſm we undertake to do our duty,but in coxfirmati- 
on we receive ſtrength to do it:1n baptiſm others promiſe 
for us, in confirmation we undertake for our ſelves, we 
eaſe our God-fathers and God-mothers of their burden, 
and takeit upon our own ſhoulders , together with the 
adyantage of the prayers of the Biſhop and all the 
Church made then on our behalf. In baptiſo» we give 
up Gur names to Chrzf?, but in confirmation we' put our 
ſeal to the profeſſion, and God puts his ſeal to the pro- 
miſe. It is very remarkable what St. Pawl ſayes of the 
beginnings of our being Chriſtians,s -5: 45: «© x5:507 xbi®-, 
the word of the beginning of Chriſt : Chriſt begins 
with us , he gives us his word , and admits'us, and we 
by others hands are brought in, «#-©- av; 4i; i na;44600% , 
it is the form of DoFrine unto which ye were delivered. 


 Cajetan obſerves right, That thisis a new and Emphati- 


cal way of ſpeaking : weare wholly immerged in our 
fundamentals 3 other things are delivered to us, but we 
are delivered up unto theſe. This is done in Baptiſe: 
and Catechiſm, and what was the event of it? Being 
then made free from fin, ye became the Servants of 
Righteouſneſs. Your baptiſm was for the remiſſion of 
fins there, and then ye were made free from that bon- 
dage, and what then * Why then in the next place, 
when ye came to conſummate this procedure, when the 
baptized was confirmed:, then he became a ſervant of 


righte- -- 


Rom. 6. 17+ 


V. 18, 
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righteouſneſs, that is, thenthe Holy -Ghoſt deſcended 
upon you, and enabled you'to walk in the ſpirit then 
the ſeed of God was firſt thrown into your hearts by a 
cceleſtial influence. Spiritus ſan@us in Baptiiterio ple- 
nitudinem iribuit ad innocentiam, ſed in confirmatione aug- 
Serm.de Pen- Mentum preſiat ad gratiam, (aid Euſebins Emiſſenus. In * 
recofte. baptiſm weare made innocent, 11 confirmation we receive 
the increaſe of the ſpirit of grace 3 in-that we are rege- 
nerated unto life, in this we are ſtrengthned unto bat- 
tle, Dono ſapientie illuminamur, e dificamur , erudimur, 
inſiruimur, confirmamur , ut illam ſanti ſpirits yocem 
Habetur ap1d 4#dire poſſioms, intelle@um tibi dabo , &- inſiruam te in 
Gratian. de ic vita, qua gradieris , ſaid P. Melchiades;, © We are 
_—_ * inlightned by the gift of wiſdom, we are built up, taught, 
| © ;nitruFed and confirmed ſo that we may hear that 
E- & voice of the holy ſpirit, T will give unto thee an under- 
«© tanding heart, and teach thee in the way wherein thou 
© ſhalt walk : For o, 


In $ | Z ' 
nal. of- Signari populos effuſo pignore ſan@o 
mr —— Mirande virtutis opus, ——— 


I. I. Car. +3: 


It is a work of great and wonderful powers when 
the holy pledge of God is poured forth upon the peo- 
ple: This is that power from on high which firſt de- 
ſcended in Pentecoſt, and afterward was miniſtred by 
prayer and impoſition of the. Apoſtolical and Epiſcopal 
hands, and comes after the other gift of remiſſion of 
ſins. Vides quod non ſimpliciter hoc fits ſed multi opus 
Howmil. 18. in eft virtuteut detuy ſpiritns ſanFus. Non enim idem eſt aſ- 
ow ſequi o—_ peccatorum, & accipere virtutemillam, 

fad St. Chryſoſtom. You ſee that thisis not eaſily done, 
but there is necd of much power from on high to give 
7 -the 
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| he boly JERs for it- is not all-one to obtain remiſſi- 
on of fins, and to havereccived this virtue or power 
from above. @namvis enim continnd tranſituris ſuſfi- 
ciant regenerationis beneficia, viduris tamen neceſſaria 
ſunt confirmationis auxilia, ſaid Melchiades > Although 
to them that die preſently the benefits of regeneration 
( baptiſmal) are ſufficient , yet ro them that live the 
Auxiliaries of confirmation are neceſſary 5 for accord- 
ing i the ſaying of St. Leo in his Epiſtle to Nicetas the 
Biſhop of Aquzleja, commanding that Hereticks return- 
ing to the Church ſhould be confirmed with invocation 
of the holy ſpirit and impoſition of hands, they have 
onely received the form of baptiſm ſize ſan@ificationis 
virtute, without the virtue of ſanctification , meaning 
' that this is the proper effet of 60 ane - For, in 
ſhort, 4lthongb the newly liſted Souldiers in bumane war- 
fare are enrolled in the number of them that are to fight.yet 
they are not brought to battle till they be more trained and 
exerciſed: So although by baptiſm every one is aſcribed 
into the catalogue of believers, yet be receives more ſtrength 
and grace for the ſ Npcining and overcoming the temptati- 
ons of the Fleſh, theWorld, and the Devil, onely by _ 
ſition of the Biſhops hands. They are words which I 
borrowed from a late Synod at Rhemes 3. that's the firſt 
remark of bleſſing; in confirmation we receive 
ſtrength to do all that which was for us undertaken in 
baptiſm : For the Apoſtles themſelves ( as the H. Fa- 
thers obſerve) . were timorous in the Faith, until they 
were confirmed in Pentecoſt , but after the reception 
of the Holy Ghoſt,they waxed valiant in the Faith, and 
inall their ſpiritual combats. _ EF Sang 
' 2. In Confirmation we receive the Holy Ghoſt, 
as the earneſt of our inheritance , as . the ſeal of 
our 


baptiſ. 


Comment. in 
Cantic. C1. 2+ 


our falvation, zi CoonyIte «: Curriguin x ac S1vertias onpur'worm, 
- faith Gregory Nanianzen: we therefore: call it a ſeal or 


ſignature, as being a rd and: euſtody to. us, and a 
_ of the Lords pul es OVEr US. The confirme 
perſon is, «#«'« iCo<:0p), a ſheep that is wark'd , which 
Thieves dc not ſo eaſily ſteal and carry aWay- To the 
fame purpuſe are thoſe words of Thesdorepy"*n hon anon nh | 
lipg; pUCH Yikes of - 64 75 6p o1 FALL 4prummv ay TvEarru, t Th m7 garmin 0ueke- 
qies Tape Cogx)1/n Tire bao xlu RNxov au T*; T1077 pups T x00 ects «c & 
4 yi p6u'$eo TW ALTY nw _—_— _— van Ji x 0,dpel. —_— 
at holy myſtegoey in which they, who were initiated after 
the Dh me T yrant(the Devil and all his — 
the confeſſion of the true King (Jeſus Chriſt ) have received 
the Chriſm of ſpiritual Undion, like a. Royal ſignature, by 
that Uniion as in ſhadow, perceiving the inviſible grace 
of the moſt holy Spirit.That is, in Confirmation we are 
ealed for the ſervice of God, and unto the day of Re- 
demption ;z then it is, that the ſeal of God is had b 


'us, The Lord knoweth who are his. ©xomodo ver 
In adhort. ad dices, Dei ſum, ſt notas nox produxeris, (aid S. Baſil. How 


can any wan ſay, Iam Gods ſheep, unleſs he produce 
the marks. Signati eſtis Spirits promiſſonis per SanGijſi- 
un Divinum Spiritum, Domini grex efſe#i ſum laid 
Theophyla8. When we are thus ſeal'd by the moſt Holy 
and Divine ſpirit of promiſe : then we are truly of the 
Lords Flock, and mark'd with his ſeal : that is, when we 
are ritely confirm'd, then he deſcends into our ſouls, - 
and though he does not operate ( it may be) preſently; 
but as the reaſonable ſoul works in its due time and - 
the order of Nature, by opportunities and new fermen- 
tations and afualities , ſo does the ſpirit of God 5; when 
he is brought into uſe, when heis prayed for with love 
and afſiduity, when he.is careſſed tenderly, when he c 
; us' 


01s faith, j-, hath tara, pled 
at's a witneſs to us,- and tells By 
5, by the peace. of God, and the 


ther, that we are ] Is Sons and 

co-heirs with Jeſus inchis eternal 
we are made_the Sons of CO 
neſs-and teſtimony of it i» a coeur rl 
the Holy: Ghoſt the Cc nforter, this is he whom, 


but we receive the wits _ + 
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en Ss 23.37 a 


promis'd and «lid; 
idiſtred and covy con 
; andbyrhis Spirie be'n 
cod Martyrs valiant, and thet 
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A Diſcourſe of Confirmation. 
#4 living bodies, of which Chymiſts diſcourſe ſtrange 
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ſecrets may eafily, ifthey pleaſe, confider that is infi-_ uy, 
nitely credible that in higher eſſences, even in Spirits z © 


there may be ſignatures proportionable, wrought more 
immediately, and to-greater purpoſes by a Divine hand. 
I _ point at this, and ſo pals it over, as ( it maybe) 
not fit for every mans conſideration. | 
And now, if any Man ſhall ſay, we ſee no ſuch things 
as you talk of; and find the confirm'd people the ſame 
after, as before, no better, and no wiſer3 not richer in 
gifts, not more adorned with graces, nothing more zea- 
lous for Chriſts Kingdom ; not more comforted with 
Hope, or eſtabliſhed by faith; or built up with charity 3 
they neither ſpeak"better, nor live better. And what 
then? Does it therefore follow that the Holy Ghoſt is 
not given\in Confirmation ? Nothing leſs. : For is not 
Chrift given us in the Sacrament of the Lords Supper ? 
Do not we' receive his body and his blood ? Are. 
we not made all one with Chrift, and he with us? And- 
and yet it is too true, that when we arife from that holy 
feaſt, thouſands there are that find'no change. But there 
are in this, two things to: be confidered. ' 
"One is, that the changes which are wrought uponour 
fouls are not after the manner of Nature, viſible, and 
ſenſible, and with obſervation. The Kingdow of God 
cometh not with 0bſervation : for it is within you, and is 
only diſcerned ſpiritually, and produces its effe&ts by 
the method of Heaven, and is firſt apprehended by faith, 
and is endear'd by charity, and at laft is underſtood by 
holy and kind experiences. And in this there is no 
more objedtion againſt Confirmation than againſt Ba- 
ptiſm, or the Lords Supper, or-any other miniſtery E- 


 .. .theſpirit in Confirmati faults. For he 
_* ceiy'd by moral inſtruments;and{isintended only as a help - 
- to our endeayours,to our labours,and our prayers,to our 


- ceive him with huimility- and follow- 


certain that of himſelf he cannot. do theſe: things : he be 
_ Cannot of himſelf think a good thought. Dogs hethere- © 


{ 


EC 3 % 
4 


1D / 


*. DIP 


The FB W 2s 


þ «- PT > 
hag Bot. : 
* -= F £ # ; ; "Y 4 'F f | 4 
2 E 4 4 EF "_ WP : 
54S, OY \ ' a” Lo £ : s; , 
$f oy ER 5 de Na. 
- 4 . ; IS, 2%, 3 
Sk . : # © Bw 's : 4 SY AA SY . -4 "> | 
* PF) ta #* YH £5 fa - * 4 - ; 
"IC 18.0 ults.. ' OT.NE 18 IE». - 


— 


Z o #, ## 4 
- N 2 of . 
n >: ; c "Ip 
0% ' Pe 2 , 
w-* * - 
, "#5 - Sx 


contentiqns and our mortifications, to our faith andto 
our hope, to our patience and to,our charity. New ad-. . 2 
Juvari diciturg qui nihil facit. He that does nothing, > : + © 
cannot be ſaid to be. help'd. Unleſs we m theſe inſtan- | 
ces do our. part of the work, it will be - no. wonder if 
we loofe his part of the co-operation and ſupervening 
bleſiing. He chac coines under the Biſhops hands. to re- 
ceive the gift of the Holy Ghoſt, will coine with holy 
defires, and a longing Gul with an open hand and a 
prepared heart :: he will purifie the houſe of the ſpirit 
for the entertainment of ſo Divine a gueſt ; he will re- 
Fim with obedi- | - 
ence, and delight him with purities : and he that does 42: 
thus, let him wake the objection if he can, and tell mes + -- + 
Does he ſay that Feſas is the. Lord ? He cannot ſay —_ 
but by the Holy Ghoſt. Does he love his Prother ? 1 
he does, then the Spirit of. Ge abides in him. 1s Jeſus 
Chriſt formed in him 2? . Does he live by the lawes of _ _— 
the ſpirit 2 Does he obey his commands £ Does he at=n 4 
tend his motions 2 'Hath he no earneſt deſires to ferve OS. 
God # If he have not, then in yaio hath he. received "| 
either Baptiſme or Confirmation. 'But if he bave, it is oY 


_ think well ?: That- is from the Holy Spirit of " 2. 
God. - | Te En --*.< 
To conclude this inquiry: - .The Holy Ghoſt # promiſed 1 cor. 7  » 
to all Men to, profit withall. That's lin Scripture.” ' 2 
Confirmation, 'os prayer and Impoſiticg of he Biſhops 
Ft. L -2 Wo hand- 
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hand is the Solemnity and Rite us'd in Scripture for - 
the conveying of that promiſe, and the effeT js felt in. 
all the Sanctifications and changes of the Sou}, and he- 
that denies theſe things hath not faith, nor the true no- * 


tices of Religion, or the ſpirit of Chriſtianity, Heat 


what the Scriptures yet further ſay in this myſtery. 
Now he which confirmeth 'or ftabliſheth ws with you in 
Chriſt, and hath anointed us is God : who-hath alſo ſealed . 
s, aud given the earneſt of the Spirit in our hearts. Here 


' ts a deſcription 'of the whole myſterious part_of this 
. rite. Cod is the Author of the grace : The Apoſtles 


and all Chriſtians are the ſuſcipients and receive this. 
grace: by this grace we are adopted and. incorporated 
into Chriſt:God hath anointed us; that is, he hath given. 
us this Un&tion from above, he hath ſealed w by his 
Spirit, made us his own, bored our ears thorough, made 


* us free by his perpetual ſervice, and hath done all theſe 


things in token of a greater he hath given us his 
Spirit to teſtific to us that he will give us of his glory. 
Theſe words of S. Paz, beſides that they evidently con- 
tain in them the ſpiritual part'of this Ritual, are alſo 
expounded of the Rite and Sacramental it ſelf,by S.Chry- 
ſoftom, Theodoret and Theophyla®; that I may name no 
more. . For in this myſtery, Chriſtos nos efficit, & miſe- 
ricordian Dei nobis anmnciat per Spiritum Sani#um, (aid 


Bib. 4. defide Jobn Damaſcen; he makes us his anointed ones, and 


by the Holy Spirit he declares his eternal mercy to-_ 
wards us. Nolte bangere Chriſtos eveos. Touch not. 
mine anointed ones. For when we have this ſignature 
of the Lord upon us, the Devils cannot come near. to 
hurt ve, unleſs we conſent to their temptations, and 
drive the Holy Spirit of the Lord from us. 


: , : 
, Sea. 
\ > 
FF © /f : w 


4 


—_ | 


W 


ou. Py _ FW. £5 ah 


ET REES Too Ji OW 
Of preparation to Confirmation, and the ].. 
' circumſtances of recerving it. _ 7 


F Confirmation have fuch gracious effets, why doe - - 
BH we confirmlittle children, whom in all reaſon we 
= cannot ſuppoſeto be capable and receptive of: ſuch 
Graces ? It will be no anſwer to this, if we' ſay, that 
— this very queſtion is asked concerning the baptiſm of In- 
fants, to which as great effe&s are conſequent ,* even 
pardon of all. our ſins, and the new birth and regenera- . 
"tion of the ſoul unto Chriſt : For in theſe things the 
_ © ſoul is wholly paſſive, and nothing is required of the - 
ſuſcipient but that he put in no bar againſt -the grace, + 
which becauſe-Infants cannot doe , they are capable of - - 
_-; baptiſm; but it follows not that therefore they are ca- 
os le of confirmation, becauſe this does ſuppoſe them 
uch as to need new afliſtances, and'is a new profeſſi-- 
on, anda perſonal undertaking, and therefore requires - 
' perſonal abilities, and cannot be done by others, as 1n - 
the caſe of baptiſm. The aids given in Confirmation 
are-in order to our contention. and our- danger , our 
temptation and ſpiritual warfare, and therefore it will , 
not ſeem equally reaſonable to confirm children as to 
baptize them. -+. +..." Tg. >. 
T6 this I anſwer , That in the Primitive Church b 
Confirmation was uſually adminiftred at the ſame time with 7 
Kit” | OP =.  deptiſmsz -_ 
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78 - A Diſcourſe of Confurmation.  —- 

"baptiſm, for we find many Records that when the Of 

fice of baptiſm was finiſhed , and the baptized perſon 

_.. deveſted of thewhite Robe, the perſon was carried a- 

FM ' gainto the Piſhop to be confirmed , as I have already 

© Cap. 4-part 3. thewn out of Dionyſus, and divers others. The rea- 

_ Ecde/ Hi: ſons why anciently they were miniſtred immediately af- 

. Eyiſt.ad epiſc. ter one another, is, not onely becauſe the moft of them 

HiÞan. Ordo that, were baptized were of years to chooſe their Religion, 
Rom. cap. de ; El 

die Sibbathi, and did ſo 3 and therefore were capable of all that could 

. BOND. We be conſequent to baptiſm, or annexed toit, or mini- 

.. offic. c-19. - ſtred-with it, and therefore were alſo at the ſame time .” 

a communicated as well as confirmed ; but alſo becauſe the 

ſolemn bapriſines-were at folemn times 'of the year, at 

Eaſter onely and Whitſontide, and onely in the Cathe- 

dral or Biſhops Church in the chief City 3 whither when 

the Catechumens came, and hadthe opportunity of the 

Bithops preſence, they took the advantage #t;ſacramens. 

to utroq; renaſcantur, as St:Cyprian's expreſſion is, that 

they _— be regenerated by both the myſteries, and 

they alfo had the third added , wiz. the. Holy Eu- 

chariſt. f | a | 

This fimultaneous miniſtration hath occaſioned ſome 

i few of late to miſtake confirmation for-a'part - of bap- 

tiſm,. but no diftintRite, or of diſtin .effet, ſave 

EW onely that it gaveornament and complement , or perfe- 

> > + CQionto the other: But this is infinitely confuted by 


FE» thevery firſt miniſtry of Confirmation in the World 3 
” 7 fortherewasagreat interval between St. Philip's bap- - 
EE” tizing and the A. coma confirming the Samaritans, -. 
BE 2. where alſo the difference is made wider by the diſtin- 


Ction of the Miniſter ; a Deacon did one 3. none but an 
Apoſtle, - and his ſucceffor a Biſhop could do the other 3 
and'this being of fo univerſal a Praftiſe and rg 
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the Primitive Church , it .is--a- great wonder that any. 4 ie 
learned men could ſuffer an errour in ſo apparent acale. - 
It is alfo clear in two other great remarks of the pra» ” | © 
&iſe of the Primitive Church, the one is of them who hn”. 
5. dm «=c«%, When they recovered they were com-. > Feh 
manded to addreſs- themſelves to the Biſhbop's#0; be "(5M 


confirmed, which appears in the XXXVIII. Canon'of ng: 2 
the council of Eliberis, and. the- XLVI. Canon of the 7 
council-of Leodices, which I have before cited upon 
other occaſions 3 the other is, that of Hereticks retur- 

' ning tothe Church , who were confirmed not onely _ 
long after baptiſm, but after their apoſtacy and-their 
converſion. - . | Ya OE” 

. For although Epiſcopal confirmation was the inlarge- 
ment of. Baptiſmal grace, and commonly-adminiſtred | I 
the ſame day, yet it was. done by interpoſition of di- 2 8 
ſtin&> ceremonies, and not immediately in. time. Ho- y;4 catin- © 
rorius Anguſtodunenſss tells, That when the baptized on-drom Schol. | 
the Eighth day had laid afide their Mitres, or.proper © #9 #** 7 
habit uſed in baptiſm, then: they were ufually confirm- I 
ed; or conſigned with Chriſm in the Fore-head by the - 
Biſhop... And when children were baptized irregular=- 8 _—__ 
ly, or befides the ordinary way, in Villages and places 
diſtant from the Biſhop; confirmation was deferr'd, faid of 
Durandus. | And -it is. certain, that' this affair did not. —- © 8 
laſt long without varicty - | Sometimes they. miniſtred ©  * © F® 
| bothtogether; ſometimes at greater, ſometimes at leſ- ww” 
ſer diſtancesz and it was left indifferent in the Church 


| ta.do the one orthe other, or the. third', according to 5 
"the opportunity and the difcretion of the Biſhop... Sl 


- But afterward, in. the middle-and defending: Ages 7+ 4 
it grew. to be a-queſtion, not whether it were lawkul 2 
EE Pn ee ru OF. -— 


A Diſcourſe' of Confermation. 

- Or not, but which were better, To confirm Infants, or to. © 

. ſtay to their childehood, or to their riper years? Aquixas, 

Bonaventure, and ſome others ſay it 1s beſt,” that they 

be confirmed in their Infancy, quia dolns non eſt, nec 0- 

bicens ponunt, they are then without craft, and cannot 

' hinder the deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt upon them 5; and 

indeed it is moſt agreeable with-the Primitive pradtiſe, 

that if they were baptized inInfancy, they ſhould then 

alſo be confirmed, -according to that of the famous E- 

piſtle of Aelchiades to the Biſhops of Spain - Its con-- 

. jutna ſunt hec duo ſacramenta , ut ab invicem niſi morte 

preveniente, non poſſint ſeparari , &» umm ſine altero ri- . 

ie perfici non poteſt, Where although he expreſly af- 

firms the Rites to be two, yet unleſs it be in cafes of 

neceſvity they are not to be ſevered, and one without 

the other is not perte&, which,iz the ſenſe formerly men- 

tioned, is true,andſo to be underſtood 3 That to him who 

E is baptized and js not confirmed, ſomething very conſiderable 

is wanting, and therefore they ought to be joyned, though 

not immediately, yet xc», according to reaſonable oc- 

caſions and accidental cauſes : But in this there muſt 

needs be a liberty inthe Church, not onely forthe for- 

- | mer reaſons, but alſo becauſe the Apoſtles themſelves 

: werenot confirmed till after they had received the Sa- 
crametit of the Lords Supper. : OS 

Others therefore ſay, That to confirm them of riper. 

years is with more edification. The confeſsion of Faith 

is more voluntary, the election is wiſer, . the ſubmiſsjon 

| to Chriſts diſcipline is more acceptable, and- they have 

-'. *  moreneed, and can makebetter uſe of their' ſtrengths 

EE - then derived by the holy ſpirit of God upon them 3 

© + Deconſecrat- and to this purpoſe it is commanded in the Canon Law, 

F- >; Garg **7" that they ho are confirmed ſhould be perfe®e _ 
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of full age 3. upon which the gloſs fayes, Perfelfam wocat 

Forte duodecine annornm; Twelve. year old wh aſe age, 
becauſe at thoſe years they might then be admitted to_the 
lower ſervices in the Church.But the reaſon intimated and 


implied by the Canon is, becauſe of the o ke pa to 


itz They muſt come faſting, and they muſt make publick, 

confeſſecn of their Faith. And.indeed that they ſhould 
do lo is matter of great edification, -as alſo are the-ad- 

vantages of choice, and other -preparatory abilities and 
diſpolitions above-mentioned : They arematter of edi- 

fication, I ſay, when they are done 3 but then the de- 

laying of them ſo long before they. be done, - and the 

wanting the aids of the Holy Ghoſt conveyed in 

that miniſtry, are very prejudicial, and are not 

matter of edification. = oe 

- But therefore there is a third way, which the 
Church: of England and Ireland: followes , and that is; 

that after Infancy 3 but yet before they under- : 
ſtand too much of ſin, and, when they can compe- 
tently underſtand the fundamentals of Religion, then 
it is good to bring them to be confirmed, that. the ſpi- 
rit. of God may prevent their youthful- fins, and 
Chriſt by his word and by his ſpirit, may enter and take 

ofleſſion at the ſame time. And thus it. was inthe | 
Church of England long fince provided and comman- | 
ded by the Lawsof King Edgar, cap. 15. #t aullus ab E-4: D- 967+ 
piſcopo confirmari din nimium detreFirit > That one 
ſhould too long put off his being confirmed by the 
Biſhop, that is, asis beſt expuunded by. the- perpetual 
praiſe almoſt ever fince , as ſoon 45 ever by Catechiſm 
and competent inſiru@ion they were prepared, it ſhould not 
be deferred. If it have been omitted (| as of late years 
it hath been too much ) as __ do in baptiſm, ſo in Lew RR 
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alſo ; it may be takenat any age, even after they have 
received the Lords Supper, as I obſerved before in the 
praftiſe and example of the Apoſtles themſelves, which 
in this is an abundant warrant : But ſtill the ſooner the 
better. I mean, after that Reaſon _ to dawn : 
but ever it muſt be taken-care of, that the Parents and 
God-fathers, the Miniſters and Maſters ſee that the 
Children be catechiſed and well inſtrufted in the fun- 
damentals of their Religion. 
For this is the neceſſary preparation to the moſt ad. 
vantage6us reception of this holy miniſtry '* 7 Eccle- 
Sis potiſſimnum Latinis non niff adultiore 4tate pueros ad- 


mitti videmws, vel hanc certe ob cauſam , ut Parentibus, 


Finns, & Eccleſiarum prefe@is occaſio detur pue- 
| 7005 de fide, quam in baptiſm profeſſa ſunt, diligentius in- 
Conſultationis. ſtituendiz & admonendi, laid the excellent Caſſander. 
cap. 9. In the Latine Churches they admit children of ſome 
| Serm. 116. in- Tipeneſs of age, that they may be more diligent! 

ramis Pal: taught and infirufted in the Faith. And to this ſenſe 


De lib. Ecc'e- agree St. Auſtin, Walafridu Strabo , Knardus"Lovanien- | 


Faſt. c.26. fi, and Mr, Caloin. | 
For this was ever the praftiſe of the Primitive 
Church to be infinitely careful of catechifing thoſe,who 
came and defired to be admitted to this -holy Rite z 
they uſed Exorciſins or Catechiſms to prepare them to 
baptiſm and confirmation. 1 faid Exorciſms or Cate- 
chiſms, for they were the ſame thing 3 if thenotion be 
new, yetl the more willingly declare it, not onely to 
free the Primitive Church from the ſuſpicion of ſuper- 
ſtition in uſing Charms or Exorciſmes (according to the 
modern ſenſe of the word)or caſting of the Devil out of 
innocentChildren_ but alfo to remonſtrate rhe perpetual 
praGiſe of catechiling children in the' eldeſt and beft 


times 


k 


© of Diſcomſe of Confirmation. $, © 
times of the Church. - Thus the Greek. Scholtaſt.. upon cr ; 
Hermenopulur renders the word irmre: by. znoure; the = 
PrimitiveExorciſt was the Catechiſt: And zl/amon 
upon the 26th. Canon - of the Council of Laodicee- 
ſayes, That to Exorciſeis nothing but to catechize the 
unbelievers, 4 inc Emextipur upomtiZetr;murige yamuxetr 4X1, , ſome un» 
dertook to Exorcile , that is, (fayes he) to Cate- 
chiſe the unbelievers: And St. Cyril in his Preface to 
his Catechiims, ſpeaking to the 1/luminati;, Feſtinent 
(layes he ) pedes tu; ad Catecheſes audiendas, Exorciſ- 
mos ſiudioſt ſuſcipe &c : Let your Fas run haſtily to hear 
the Catechiſmes, ſtudionſly receive the Exorciſm#,, although 
thou becſt already inſpired and exorciſed ;, that is, al- 
though you haue been already initrufed in the myſteries, 
It ſtill proceed: For without Exorciſmes ( or Cate- 
chiſms ) the ſoul- cannot goe forward, ſince.they are Di- 
vine and gathered ont of the Scriptures: And the irea- 
ſn why theſe were called Exorciſmes, he addes ; 
[ Becauſe when the Exorciſts or Caloriſe by the ſpirit of 
' God produce fear in your hearts, and da inkindle the ſpi- 
rit as in a furnace, the Devil flies away, and ſalvation 
and hope of life Eternal does ſucceed, according to that 
of the Evangeliſt concerning Chriſt 3 They were aſtori- PEERS 
ſhed at his Dorine, for his word was with power: And wack © 
that of St. Lxke concerning Paul and Barnabas: The ,z,,,,, - Þ 
Deputy,when he ſaw what was done; was eftoniſbed at A 
the Do@rine of the Lord. It is the Lords Doctrine that 
hath the power to caſt out Devils and work miracles 
Catechiſmes are the beſt Exorciſmes : [_ Let us therefore, 
Brethren,abide in hope, and perſevere in eatertifogy faith 
St. Cyril) although they be long, and: produced with wany 
words or diſcourſes. ] The ſame alſo we finde in St, Gre 7,074 b4p- 
gory Nazianzen, * and St. __ by 1 b In P ſal. 68. 
-2 The 
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_  Theuſe that I'make of this notion is princi ly to 
be an exhorration to all of 'the Clergy, that they take 


eat care to eatechile all their people , to _ up 
00. 


Children in the'nurture/and admonition of the Lor 


prepare a-holy ſeed for the ſervice of God , to culti-: 


 vate the young plants, and to dreſs the old ones, to 


rake care that thoſe, who are men in the World, be not 


meer Babes, and uninſtructed in Chriſt, and that they, 


who are childrenin age, may be wiſe unto ſalvation 3 


for by this means we ſhall reſcue them from early temp- 
tations, when being ſo prepared they are ſo afliſted by a 
Divine miniftery ; we ſhall weaken the Devils power, by 
- Which he too often, and too much prevails upon unin- 
ftrufted and - unconfirmed youth : For, «ve +5: pain: 
3.0ny/a-3 Confirmation is the firmament of our profeſli-. 
on 3 - but we profeſs nothing till we be catechiſed ; . ca- 
cechiſings are our beſt preachings, and by them we ſhall 

ive the beſt accounts of our charges, while in the be- 
Fat of Chriſt we make Diſciples , and take prepoſleſli- 
on of Infant-underſtandings, and by this holy Rite , by 
prayer and impoſition of hands we miniſter the holy 


ſpirit to them, and ſo prevent and diſable the artifices 


of the Devil; for we are not ignorant of bis devices, 
how he enters as ſoon as he can,and taking advantage of 


their ignorance and their paſſion,ſeats himſelf ſo ſrogy” 


in their hearts and heads. Twrpins ejicitur, quam non 4 

witter hoſtis, -It is harder to caſt the Devil out,- than to 
keep him out. Hence it is that the youth are ſo cor- 
rupted in their manners, ſo Deviltſh in their Natures, 
fo curſed intheir converſation , ſo diſobedient to Pa- 
rents, ''o wholly given to vanity and idleneſs; they 
Tearn to ſwear before they can pray, and to lie. as ſoon 
as they can ſpeak. It is not my fenſe alone, but was 
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Ee eeioallad ee: a 
obſerved by Gerſiwand 6 
Propter ceſſationew confirmationis tepidit 
in fidelibus, &- fidei defenſione';_- Th 
deadneſs in Religion, and it procee 
of confirmation ritely miniſtred, an 
tions and diſpoſitions. A little. thing will fill a childs 
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'head ; Teach them to ſa them prayers tell them - 


the ſtories of the Life and Death of Chriſt 3 cauſe them 


to love the holy Jeſ#s with their firſt love, make them 
afraid of a ſin, let the principles, which God hath plant-. 


edin their very Creation, the natural principles of Ju- 
ſtice and Truth, of honeſty and hank tolngh. .of fim- 
plicity and obedience be brought into a&, and habit, 


and confirmation by the holy Sermons of the Goſpel. 
' If the Guides of Souls would have their people holy, 


let them teach holineſs to their children, and then the 

will (at leaſt ) have a new generation. unto God, 
better than this wherein we now live. They who are 
moſt zealous in this particular will with moſt comfort. 
reap the fruit of their labours, and the bleſſings of their 
miniſtery,and by the numbers which every Curate pre- 
ſents to his Biſhop fitted for confirmation , he willin 
proportion render an account of his Stewardſhip with: 
ſome viſible felicity 3 and let it be remembred, that in 
the laſt Rubrick of the Office of Confirmation. in our Li- 
turgy it is made into a Law, that one ſhould be adevit- 


ted to the holy Communion, until- ſuch time as be conld ſay 


the Catechiſm, and be confirmed; which was alſo a Law. 


and Cuſtom in the Primitive Church, as appears in St. 
Djonyſins his Eccleſiaſtical Hierarchy ,. and the matterof 


fat 1s notorious. Among the Helvetians they are for= 


bidden to contra&t marriages before they are well in- 
ſtructed in the Catechiſm: And in a late Synod'at 
 Bowrger, 


oceeds from the negle&t 
, and after due prepara- 
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Bowyges, the Curates 'are commanded to threaten ull 
that are not confirmed, that they ſhall never receive the 
Lords Supper, nor be married ; and in effeQ the ſame 
is of force in our Church; for the married perſons be- 
ing toreceive the Sacrament at their marriage, and none .: 
areto receive but thoſe that are confirmed 3 the ſame . 
Law obtains with us, as with the Helvetians or the Syno- 
dn: Bituricenſis. | 
There is another little inquiry, which 'I am not wil- 
ling to omit 3 but the anſwer will not be long, becauſe 
there is not much to be ſaid on either fide. Some in- 
quire whether the holy Rite of Confirmation can be 
miniſtred any more than once? St. Arſtin ſeems to be 
of opinion that it may be repeated. £uid enim alind 
ef impoſitio manunm niſi oratio ſuper hominem ? Cone 
rmationis a ſolemn prayer overa man; and ifſo, why 
it may not be reiterated can have nothing in the nature 


| of the thing 3 and the Greeks do it frequently, 


but they have no warranty from the Scripture, nor 
from any of their own ancient DoGtors. Indeed when 
any one did return from Hereſie, they-confirmed them, 
as I have proved out of the firſt and ſecond Council of 


Arles, the Council of Laodicea, and rheſecond Council 


of Sevil : But upon a cloſer intuition cf the thing, I find 
they did ſo onely to ſuch who did not 'allow-of Confir- 
mation in their Sets. ſuch as the Nowatians and the Do- 
zatiſls, Novatiazi penitentian 2 ſuo conventu arcent pe- 
nitus, & iis qui ab ipſis tinguntur ſacrum Chriſma non 

prebent. Dnocircaquiex hic Hereſs corpori Eccleſie con- 
junguntur benedid; Patres ungi juſſeruut : So Thedoret. 
For that reafon onely the Novatians were to be confir- 
med upon their converſion, becauſe they had it not be- 
fore. Ifindealfo, they did confirm the converted Ar- 
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\ Africans to do the firſt, ſo was the ſeco 


"( which are to be given by Biſhops alone ) can never be* tan. 8. can. 7. *- 2} 


_ de Arrianis conſecrat. diſt. 4. their baptiſm was not in 
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REP, » Diſcourſe of Confirmation. 0 | 
rians 5 but the reaſon is. given in the firſt Councit of "0 
Arles, quia propril lege utuntur. They had a way of - | 
their own ; that is, as the Gloſs faith upon: the-Canon, 
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"the name of the holy Trinity 3 and fo their baptiſm be- 
10g null, or at leaſt ſuſpeted, to make all as ſure as E: 
they could, they confirmed them. The ſame allo is.the = 
caſe of the Bonaſiaci in the ſecond council of Arles» _— 
though they were ( as ſome of the Arrians alſo were. 
baptized in the name of the moſt holy Trinity 3 but it 
was a ſuſpeted matter , and therefore they confirmed 
them : - But to ſuch perſons who had been rightly bap- 
tized and confirmed, they never did repeat it. rw, 
«is Thexyida dean Er8Zaxermov ; the gift of the Spirit is an inde in Procatech. -3 
lible ſeal, ſaith St. Cyril 5 edremoxsipilety St. Bafil calls it, 
it is inviolable. They who did re-baptize, did alfo re- 
confirm. But as it was an error in St. —_ and the 

ond alſo, in caſe 
they had done it; for I find no mention expreſly that 
they did the latter, but upon the fore-mentioned ac- 
counts, and either upon ſuppoſition of the inyalidity of 
their firſt pretended baptiſm, or their not uſing at all of 
confirmation in their Heretical conventicles : But the- 
repetition of confirmation is expreſly forbidden by the A 
council of Tarracor, cap. 6. and by P. Gregory the i& 1puigramiues | 
cond: and ſanGFum Chriſma collatum & altaris honor prop- de conſecrat. * 
ter conſecrationem ( que per Epiſcopos tantum exercends Dt «2 
& conferenda ſunt ) evelli non quennt, laid the Fathers, cap. De home" 
ina council at Toledo. Confirmation and holy Orders ,,.; 71. * 
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anulled, and therefore they can never be repeated 3 and WT 
this relies npon thoſe ſevere words of St. Paxl, having "* 
ſpoken of ! be ſoundation of the DoFrine of mer” 
| -" einias 
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ying or: of hands, he ſayes, if they fall away, they caw © 
x aw be —_ 5 chands. on: Ee of bureilin and 
confirmation ' can never be repeated. - To Chriſtians 
that ſin after theſe miniſtrations, there is onely left a 
Me, Expergiſcimini, that they ariſe from ſlumber, -- 
and ſtir up the Graces of the Holy Ghoſt. Every man 
oaught'to be careful that he do zot grieve the boly Spirit ; 
but if he does, yet let him not quench him, for that is a 
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deſperate caſe, gene + vnixlnur. The holy Spirit is the 


great conſervative of the 'new Life, onely keep the Kee- 
per, take care that the ſpirit of God do not depart from 
you; for the great miniſtery of the ſpirit 1s but once 3 
for as baptiſm 1s, ſois confirmation. 

I end this diſcourſe with a plain exhortation out of S. 
yo"_ 3 upon thoſe words of S.Paul, He that confirmeth 
** with you in Chriſt is God, Repete quia accepiſti ſignacu- 
lum ſpirituale, ſpiritum ſapientie & intelle@us, ſpiritum 
conſelis atque virtutis, ſpiritum cognitionis atque pietatis, 
Spiritum Santti timoris & ſerva quod accepiſti. Signavit 
ze Dews Pater, confirmavit te Chriſtus Domings. Remem- 
Fer that thou (* who haſt been confirmed ) haſt receiv'd 
the - ſignature 5 the ſpirit of wiſdom and under- 

ing, the ſpirit of council and ſtrength, the ſpirit of 
knowledge and godlineſs, the ſpirit: of holy fear, keep 
What thou haſt receiv'd. The Father hath ſeal'd thee, 
and Chrift thy Lord hath confirm :d thee by his Divine 
Spirit 5 and he will never depart from thee, ui # yr 


| Pavidmule Haile Czortc warnhc Yor Ear ow puer, unleſs by evil works 


ve eltrange him from us. The ſame advice is given by 
Prudemting. _ 
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Cultor Dei memente, 
_ Te fonts & lavacri 
Rorem ſubiiſſe Saniium 


Et Chriſmate innotatum.* * Innovatum. 


Remember how great things ye have received, and 
what God hath done for youz ye are of his flock, and his 
Ailitia; ye are now to fight his battles, and therefore 
to put on his armour, and to implore his auxitiaries, and 
to make uſe of his ſtrengths, and alwayes to be on his 
ſide, againſt all his and all our Enemies.. But he that 
deſires grace, muſt not deſpiſe to make uſe of all the in- 
ſtruments of grace. For though God communicates his 
- Invib6ble ſpirit to you, yet that he 3s pleas'd to do it by 
wiſible inſtruments is more than he needs, but not more then 
we do need. And therefore ſince God deſcends to our 
infirmities, let us carefully and lovingly addreſs our 
ſelves to his ordinances 3 that as we receive remiſſion 
of fins by the waſhing of water, and the body and blood 
of Chriſt by the miniſtery of conſecrated Symbols, ſo. 
we may receive the Holy Ghoſt ſub Ducibus Kam (205 
ailitie,by the prayer and impoſition of the Biſhops hands,, 
whom our Lord Jeſus hath ſeparated to this minittery. 
For if you corroborate your ſelf by baptiſm ( they are the 
words of S. Gregory Nazianzen ) and then take heed for 0rat. in San- 
the future, by the moſt excellent and firmeſt aids conſigning #n !ave- 
10uz- mind and body with the Unibion from above ( Vit. 
'in the ny Rite of Confirmation) with the Holy Gho#F, 

«s the Chi _—_ Ifrael did with the aſperſior on the door- 
poſts in the night of the death of the firſt-born of Egypt, 
what ( evil ) ſhall happen to you £ Meaning that no evil 

can invade you : and what aid ſhall you get ? If you fit 
; N down, 
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down, you ſhall be without fear, and if you reft, your ſleep 
ſhall be ſweet unto you. 'But if when ye have received the 
Holy ſpirit, you live not according to his Divine princi- 
ples, you will loſe him again; that is, you will loſe all 
the bleſſing, though the impreſſion does ſtill remain till 
ye turn quite Apoſtates, in peſſimis hominibus manebit, 

the 2: 00u7- licet ad judicinm ( faith S. Auitin ) the Holy Ghoſt witl 

ir. Petl;. Ce . . . 

__. - remain either as a _—_— of your Unthankfulneſs unto 
condemnation, or elle as a ſeal of grace, and an earneſt of 


' your i»heritance of Eternal glory. 
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